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Introduction: 
 
Author and Title: 

The author clearly identifies himself as Simon Peter (1:1). A number of other internal evidences 
point to the apostle Peter as the author. In a very personal section, almost as the final testament 
of a dying father, he uses the first person singular referring to himself (1:14), declares himself as 
an eyewitness of the transfiguration (cf. 1:16-18 with Matt. 17:1-5), asserts this letter is his second 
one to his readers (3:1), and shows his personal acquaintance with the apostle Paul whom he 
calls, “our dear brother” (3:15).  

 
This epistle is titled “Second Peter,” to distinguish it from the first letter written by Peter.  
 
Recipients: 

This is the second of two letters Peter wrote to this group of believers (see 3:1) as a kind of final 
testament, warning, and “last day” letter (1:14; 2:1f; 3:3), written at the close of the apostle’s 
career (1:12-14). He was writing to Christians of like precious faith, undoubtedly, to Jewish and 
Gentile churches of “Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (1 Peter 1:1).  

 
Date: A.D. 67-68 

As a kind of farewell letter, Peter wrote this epistle at the end of his career. According to the early 
church historian, Eusebius, Peter was martyred during Nero’s persecutions (about A.D. 67–68). 
The letter was most likely written one of these years. 

 
Theme and Purpose: 

As the apostle Paul warned of the coming dangers of apostasy in the later years of his life and 
ministry (2 Timothy), so Peter also warned of the ever rising dangers of false teachers as was 
predicted by the prophets, by the Lord Himself, and His apostles (2:1; 3:1-3). The purpose of this 
short letter is found in this very issue, this rise of false teachers. Thus, the purpose is one of 
warning against these dangers facing the church.  

 
Seeing that God has provided all that is needed for life and godliness (1:3), 1 Peter is a passionate 
plea for his audience to grow and mature in Christ, to be neither idle nor unfruitful (1:8), and with 
this as a foundation, to guard against the rising tide of false teachers. This was precipitated by the 
fact that Peter knew his time on earth was short (1:13-15) and that the body of Christ faced 
immediate danger (2:1-3). Thus, Peter desired to refresh their memories and stir their thinking 
(1:13; 3:1-2) so that they might have his teaching firmly in mind (1:15). To do this, he carefully 
described mature believers, encouraging them to grow in grace and knowledge of the Savior (cf. 
1:2-11; 3:18). As a further foundation for handling false teachers, he reminded them of the nature 
of God’s Word as their sure foundation (1:12-21) and then warned against sure coming dangers of 
false teachers whom he also carefully described along with their sure judgment (chap. 2). Finally, 
he encouraged his readers with the certainty of Christ’s return (3:1-16). With this final emphasis 
on the return of the Lord, Peter gave a final challenge. “Therefore, dear friends, since you are 
waiting for these things, strive to be found at peace, without spot or blemish, when you come into 
his presence… Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard that 
you do not get led astray by the error of these unprincipled men, and fall from your firm grasp on 
the truth. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
honor both now and on that eternal day” (3:14, 17-18). 

 
Christ as Seen in 2 Peter: 

Peter speaks of Christ as the source of life and godliness, and, in keeping with the focus, he 
speaks of Christ as “Lord and Savior” four times, and speaks of Him as “Lord” fourteen times. In 
addition, he refers to the glorious transfiguration on the holy mountain and looks forward to the 
Savior’s second coming. At this time the whole world will see that which Peter and the other two 
disciples were privileged to see on that holy mountain. 
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Outline: 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 
2.  The Truth about that Teaching  3:8-10 
3.  Application of that Truth  3:11-13 
4.  Exhortations to Spiritual Growth  3:14-18 
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2 Peter 1:1-2 
Greetings 

 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
 
The Writer and Recipients = 1:1 
 
Simon Peter (Simon was given name, Peter given to him by the Lord; a “little rock”), a bond-servant 
(DOULOS = a servant to a great Master) and apostle (APOSTOLOS = one sent out with authority; he has a 
position under authority and a position of authority) of Jesus Christ (should be our only true Master), to 
those who have received (Aor Act Ptc LAGCHANW = 4x; to obtain by lot, receive by divine allotment) a faith 
of the same kind as ours (ISOTIMOS = 1x; an equally valuable faith; Peter is addressing those who are 
equal as Believers), by the righteousness of our God and (G-S rule; even) Savior, Jesus Christ: 
 

C.T. 1:1 =  Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received by 
divine allotment an equally valuable faith, by the righteousness of our God even Savior, Jesus 
Christ: 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter is one under authority and one with authority. 
2. He is under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. He writes to those who are Believers like himself and the others he knows-be they Gentile or 

female.  (He knows this letter will go to people he does not know.) 
4. The gift of salvation he received came from the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and was 

received by faith.  (Peter’s way of describing Justification) 
5. Thus it is a picture of receiving the grace of God and of the Believer’s equality in Christ Jesus. 
6. Peter, the bondservant, knows how to use his freedom in Christ.  1 Pet 2:15-16   
 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  Act as free 

men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 
7. Peter has lived the words of Christ.  Matt 5:10   
 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  Matt 5:6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
8. The importance of God’s righteousness is revealed as we grow in faith.  Rom 1:17 
 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous man 

shall live by faith." 
 
Greetings = 1:2 
 
Grace and peace be multiplied (Aor Ps Opt PL8THUNW = expresses a desire for them to have something 
they are lacking in; add “may”) to you in the knowledge (EPIGNOSIS = full knowledge) of (the) God and 
(even) of Jesus our Lord; 
 

C.T. 1:2 =  May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the full knowledge of the God even Jesus 
our Lord; 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter desires that God’s grace and peace be manifested in new ways to the recipients of this 

epistle. 
2. He connects the increase of grace and peace in a person’s life to a closer relationship with the 

Lord. 
3. Peter is now going to give them information that can lead them into this closer relationship. 
4. God likes to multiply opportunities for your harvest.  2 Cor 9:10-11 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 

5. Sadly, most people of the last days will multiply lawlessness.  Matt 24:11-12   
"And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.  And because lawlessness is increased, most 
people's love will grow cold.” 
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1 Peter 1:3-11 

The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character 
The Christian’s Growth 

 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 
 1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
 
All We Need is from God = 1:3 
 
seeing that (HWS = usually “as,” here as a particle of time; since) His divine (THEIOS = of God, hence 
divine; Godlike power) power (DUNAMIS = inherent power) has granted (Pf Ps Ptc DWREOMAI = 3x; 1:4; 
Mark 15:45 where Pilate granted Jesus’ body to Joseph of Arimathea; i.e. to decree a gift, grant by 
decree) to us (who have received this faith) everything (the all things; everything) pertaining to life and 
godliness (life is that which has quality; godliness is a respect for what is of truly noble, hence of God), 
through the true knowledge (EPIGNOSIS = full knowledge) of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence (ARET8 = 5x; virtue; intrinsic imminence). 
 

C.T. 1:3 =  since His divine power has granted by decree to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and virtue. 

 
Summary: 
1. God’s inherent power is behind the decree that we who have this faith also have everything we 

need. 
2. It is not a decree that we will have these things but that we have them already. 
3. “Life” is a word that connotes the quality of existence, not simply existence. 
4. “Godliness” is a respect for the One who gave us this life. 
5. As we should expect, Satan attacks these two things.  2 Tim 3:5  holding to a form of godliness, 

although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 
6. We grasp life and godliness through a full knowledge of our God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
7. We are called to observe, partake and appropriate His glory and virtue.  (Virtue refers to honorable 

and commendable qualities that have a righteous standard) 
8. Virtue is to be an important part of Christian thought.  Phil 4:8   Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, 
if there is any excellence (virtue) and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 

9. God’s virtue is a critical part of the message we are to spread.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies (virtues) of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

10. It would easily follow that to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, we must have 
appropriated His virtue. 

11. There are several qualities that are required in order to have a full knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  2 Pet 1:8  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Full Knowledge: 
1. Epignosis (verb epignwskw) is a word that means knowledge upon knowledge.  It is often 

translated as “full knowledge” or “true knowledge.”  It is not inherently a “spiritual knowledge” 
since unbelievers and Pharisees are said to have possessed it.   

 Luke 23:7  And when he learned that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who 
himself also was in Jerusalem at that time.   

 Acts 4:13  Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with 
Jesus. 

2. An Unbeliever can have an “Epignosis” of God and the consequences of sin.   
 Rom 1:28-32  (Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil) And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God 

any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled 
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with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are 
gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of 
God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give 
hearty approval to those who practice them.  Rom 3:19-20  Now we know that whatever the Law says, it 
speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become 
accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the 
Law comes the knowledge of sin. 

3. Epignosis is therefore a more extensive or fuller knowledge that can be accumulated by all of 
humanity. 

4. Jesus’ “epignosis” was guided by the Holy Spirit, so the issue for us is whether we are led of the 
Spirit or the flesh.  Mark 2:8-9  And immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that 
way within themselves, said to them, "Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts?  "Which 
is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Arise, and take up your pallet and 
walk'? 

5. God’s will is for all men to come to a full knowledge of the truth.  1 Tim 2:3-4  This is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

6. Jesus Christ is The Truth (John 14:6), so the full knowledge that comes from God concerns Christ 
Himself.  Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who 
are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be 
encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full 
assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

7. Pray for the full knowledge of his will while seeking the full knowledge of His person.   
 Col 1:9-10  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to 

ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that 
you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

8. The full knowledge of the truth is grounded in godliness.  Titus 1:1-3  Paul, a bond-servant of God, 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which 
is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 
but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted 
according to the commandment of God our Savior; 

9. Whatever “full knowledge” we have will not be complete until we are with the Lord Himself.  1 Cor 
13:12-13  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know (GINWSKW)  in part, but 
then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.  But now abide faith, hope, love, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 

10. Only the Father and Son have a complete knowledge of each other, but they desire to share it with 
us.  Matt 11:27-30   All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, 
except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills 
to reveal Him.  Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  
For My yoke is easy, and My load is light. 

11. The full knowledge of the Son of God is one of the reasons that various spiritual gifts were given.  
 Eph 4:11-13  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 

12. Wisdom and revelation come through the full knowledge of the Lord.  Eph 1:15-17  For this reason I 
too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints,  
do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
Him. 

13. We should use the full knowledge of Christ: 
 A. To become like Him.  Col 3:9-11  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with 

its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge 
according to the image of the One who created him a renewal in which there is no distinction 
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between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. 

 B. To determine the Lord’s will.  1 Cor 14:37  If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him 
recognize (fully know) that the things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment. 

 C. To accurately examine ourselves.  2 Cor 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- 
unless indeed you fail the test? 

 D. To abound in love. Phil 1:9-11  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more 
in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in 
order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of 
righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 E. To have fellowship with the saints.  Philemon 1:4-6  I thank my God always, making mention 
of you in my prayers, because I hear of your love, and of the faith which you have toward the Lord 
Jesus, and toward all the saints; and I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective 
through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake. 

14. We should seek to fully know: 
 A. God’s grace grounded in truth.  Col 1:3-6  We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love 
which you have for all the saints; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you 
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, which has come to you, just as in all the world 
also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the 
day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth; 

 B. The freedom we have in Christ.  1 Tim 4:1-3  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 
some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by 
means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who 
forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully 
shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 

 C. God’s righteousness.  Rom 10:1-3  Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them 
is for their salvation.  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance 
with knowledge.  For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 

15. False teachers of the last days are always learning but not coming to the full knowledge of the 
truth.  2 Tim 3:6-7  For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women 
weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

 A. We will be able to identify false prophets by an epignosis of their fruits.   
  Matt 7:15-20  Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn 
bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad 
tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you will 
know them by their fruits. 

 B. To turn one’s back on the full knowledge of the truth is to enter dangerous territory.  Heb 
10:26-27  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of 
a fire which will consume the adversaries. 

16. Seek to not turn away from the full knowledge of righteousness.  2 Pet 2:21  For it would be better 
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy 
commandment delivered to them. 

17. Seek to help those who have.  2 Tim 2:24-26  And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, 
but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in 
opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they 
may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do 
his will. 

 
He has Invited us to Partake = 1:4 
  
For by these (glory and virtue) He has granted Pf Ps Ind DWREOMAI = granted by decree) to us (who have 
this faith) His precious (TIMIOS = valuable, precious) and (even) magnificent (MEGISTOS = 1x; superlative; 
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greatest) promises (EPAGGELMA = 2x; 2 Pet 3:13; resultant promises indicating they are a result of 
Christ’s victory), in order that by them (the promises) you might become (Aor Mid Subj GINOMAI = potential) 
partakers (KOINWNOS = a partaker, sharer; you will not become a divine nature, but rather share in one) of 
the divine nature (THEIOS + PHUSIS = the inherent powers or constitution of a person or thing; its nature), 
having escaped (Aor Ptc APOPHEUGW = 3x; 2 Pet 2:18,20; antecedent action to “become”) the corruption 
(PHTHORA = 9x; cf Gal 6:8; to be brought into an inferior or worse condition) that is in the world by lust 
(EPITHUMIA = anger upon anger; lust is anger driven, brought on by unfulfilled desires). 
 

C.T. 1:4 =  For by these (glory and virtue) He has granted by decree to us the precious even 
greatest resultant promises in order that by these (promises) you might become partakers of the 
Divine Nature, having fled from the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

 
Summary: 
1. Heed the call to His glory and virtue through the full knowledge of Christ and receive incredible 

blessing. 
2. The blessing involves a realization of the “everything” He has given us for life and godliness. 
3. We are the recipients of the most precious and greatest promises to date. 

A. “Precious” is a word that describes valuable gemstones.  1 Cor 3:12; Rev 17:4; 18:12,16; 
21:11,19 

 B. And the blood of Christ.  1 Pet 1:18-19   
 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way 

of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ. 

 C. The greatest promises to date are for the Royal Family of God. 
4. Accept them by faith and have fellowship with God Himself. 
5. The promises include: 

A. The Baptism, Indwelling and Filling of the Holy Spirit.  Luke 24:49  And behold, I am sending 
forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.  Eph 1:13-14  In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

B. The Indwelling of Jesus Christ.  Gal 4:19 
C. Royalty.  1 Peter 2:9 
D. Prophecies.  Acts 7:17 (prophecies are promises; reference to the time of leaving Egypt); 2 

Peter 3:4 (Rapture) 
E. Heirship.  Gal 3:29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 

according to promise. Gal 4:28  And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. Heb 6:11-
12  And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full 
assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.  Heb 9:15  And for this reason He is the mediator of a 
new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may 
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  Heb 10:36  For you have need of endurance, so 
that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 

F. The New Covenant.  Heb 8:6 
6. We receive these promises because we are in Christ, the Promised One. 
7. To fully partake of the promises we must escape the lusts of the world. 
 A. One must first escape the sentence of hell.  Matt 23:33   
  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell? 

B. Then, flee immorality.  1 Cor 6:18   
 Flee immorality. Every {other} sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man 

sins against his own body.   
C. Flee idolatry.  1 Cor 10:14   

  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
D. Flee from the love of things.  1 Tim 6:9-11   

  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 
evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with 
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many a pang.  But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 

E. Flee from immaturity.   2 Tim 2:22   
  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call 

on the Lord from a pure heart. 
F. The escape may take some time, since we have to learn what to escape from and go to.  2 

Peter 1:5-7 
8. Fellowshipping with the Divine Nature will change your life as you will come to imitate 

your heavenly Father.  Ephesians 5:1-3  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 
and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints; 

A. God’s Sovereignty will lead us to Contentment. 1 Tim 6:13-15  I charge you in the presence 
of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before 
Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time--He who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords; Phil 4:12  I know how to get along with 
humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have 
learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 

B. God’s Righteousness will lead to Holiness.  Rom 1:16-17  For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But 
the righteous man shall live by faith."  1 Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself and 
Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love 
for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts 
unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His 
saints. 

C. God’s Justice will lead us to Impartiality.   Rom 2:11  For there is no partiality with God.  Gal 
3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

D. God’s Love will lead us to godly relationships.  1 John 4:8  The one who does not love does 
not know God, for God is love.  1 John 2:7-11  Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to 
you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is 
the word which you have heard.  On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, 
which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is 
already shining.  The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness 
until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in 
him.  But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does 
not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

E. God’s Eternal Life will lead to courage.  John 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives 
and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"  Eph 6:18-20  With all prayer and 
petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance 
and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the 
opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

F. God’s Omniscience leads to greater Faith.  Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know how great a 
struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not 
personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a 
true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.  Col 2:6-7  As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your 
faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

G. God’s 0mnipotence leads to Humility.  Matt 28:18-20  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 
saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.  1 Pet 5:6-7  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 
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that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for 
you. 

H. God’s Omnipresence leads to Intimacy.  Prov 15:3  The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
watching the evil and the good.  Phil 3:8-10  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not 
having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 

I. God’s Immutability leads to Hope.  Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, 
yes and forever.  Heb 6:19-20  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure 
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for 
us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

J. God’s Veracity leads to Trust.  Heb 6:17-18  In the same way God, desiring even more to show 
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, in 
order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have 
strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  
Rom 8; 2 Cor 1:8-9 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came 
to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired 
even of life; indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 

9. There are other promises awaiting fulfillment.  2 Pet 3:13  But according to His promise we are 
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  

  
Becoming a Partaker-Parts 1-2 = 1:5 
 
Now for this very reason (a strong Classical Greek construction indicating “because of this” referring to the 
granting of His precious and magnificent promises) also (the granting of the promises), applying (Aor Act 
Ptc PAREISPHERW = 1x; to carry into beside, to add or use; Aor Ptc indicates this is a prerequisite to 
carrying out the following principles) all diligence (PAS = “all” that the soul can muster + SPOUD8 = 
diligence meaning honest effort, zeal and speed), in your faith (that given in V2; the valuable faith) supply 
(Aor Act Imp EPICHOR8GEW = 5x; the verb that governs the rest of the list; to supply the expense of a 
chorus line, the word looks not only at supplying, but overdoing it, abundantly; above and beyond) moral 
excellence (ARET8 = 4x; lit: “the virtue”; not consistently involved in any category of sin), and in your moral 
excellence (lit: in the virtue), knowledge (GNOSIS = the knowledge); 
 

C.T. 1:5 =  Now for this very reason also, having added all diligence, in your faith abundantly 
supply the virtue, and in the virtue, the knowledge, 

 
Summary: 
1. Because He has given us all His precious and greatest promises, we are to let them come to 

fruition in our lives. 
2. To begin, we must eagerly seek to let these principles become part of our lives.   

(having added…His will and our acceptance meet) 
3. Diligence means that one has a consistent, sincere and energetic attitude about accomplishing a 

given task.  One is dedicated. 
 (George Eliot:  what makes life dreary is want of a motive.  Seneca:  when a man does not know what 

harbor he is headed for, no wind is the right wind) 
A. Diligence is required to fully appreciate and inherit God’s promises.  Heb 6:10-12 

  For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His 
name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  And we desire that each one of 
you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you 
may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 B. We are to be diligent about our love for one another.  Rom 12:10-11  Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

 C. We should rejoice over those who become diligent about the things of God.  
  2 Cor 7:11-12  For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in 

you: what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what 
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avenging of wrong! In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter.  So 
although I wrote to you it was not for the sake of the offender, nor for the sake of the one 
offended, but that your earnestness on our behalf might be made known to you in the sight of 
God. 

 D. We should rejoice over those who diligently extend their love to others.   
  2 Cor 8:16-17  But thanks be to God, who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in the heart 

of Titus.  For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest, he has gone to you 
of his own accord. 

 E. Our diligence is displayed by keeping our commitments.  2 Cor 8:7-9  But just as you 
abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the 
love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also.  I am not speaking this as 
a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.  For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He 
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 F. Leaders are to be diligent in their leadership.  Rom 12:6-9  And since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to 
the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what 
is good. 

4. That diligent attitude is to supply some things, meaning that we participate in bringing God’s 
desires to pass in our lives.  By faith we are to use those things which God has already given us.  
Cf V3 
A. We are supplied with the Holy Spirit.   Gal 3:3-5  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 

Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed 
it was in vain?  Does He then, who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, 
do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

B. We are supplied so we can grow.   Col 2:18-19  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize 
by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has 
seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the 
entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth 
which is from God. 

C. We are supplied with “seed” to sow.   2 Cor 9:10-11  Now He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is 
producing thanksgiving to God. 

D. We are supplied so that we can abundantly enjoy His kingdom. 2 Pet 1:10-11 
 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; 

for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

5. The Christian life begins and ends with faith.  1 John 5:4-5; Col 2:6; Heb 11:6  For whatever is born 
of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.  And who is 
the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
A. Faith is the means of Salvation.  Eph 2:8-10  For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

B. Faith is the means of Christ’s Indwelling.  Eph 3:14-19  For this reason, I bow my knees 
before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He 
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 
Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled up to all the fulness of God. 

C. Faith is the means of Justification.  Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith 
apart from works of the Law. 

D. Faith is the means of Reconciliation.  Rom 5:1-2  Therefore having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our 
introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 
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E. Faith is the means of Growth and the expression of Righteousness.  Rom 1:17   
 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the 

righteous man shall live by faith." 
F. Our Faith will be Tested.  James 1:2-4  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have 
its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

G. Only by Faith can we Fight the battles of life.  1 Tim 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 

H. Faith is our defense in the day of battle.  1 Thes 5:8  But since we are of the day, let us be 
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 

I. Faith is where godly good Works begins and is the measure of church.  1 Thes 1:3 
 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 
J. Faith is an Evangelistic tool.  1 Thes 1:6-8  You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God 
has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 

K. Our Faith should be an Example to others.  1 Tim 4:12  Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of 
those who believe. 

6. In the sphere of our Faith we should add Virtue.  (Virtue is conformity to a standard of right, morality.  
Right standard, right actions.) 
Aristotle:  Virtue is more clearly shown in the performance of fine actions than in the non-performance of 
base ones. 

 Thomas Paine:  Virtue is not hereditary. 
Oliver Goldsmith:  That virtue which requires to be ever guarded is scarce worth the sentinel. 
D.S. Jordan:  Wisdom is knowing what to do next: virtue is doing it. 

7. Virtue rises above all laws. 
A. God sets the standard of Virtue.  2 Pet 1:3  seeing that His divine power has granted to us 

everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by 
His own glory and excellence. 

B. He places His basic standards inside all mankind so that they are a matter of conscience.  
Rom 2:14-15  For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, 
these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written 
in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately accusing or else 
defending them, 

C. Virtue requires consistent thoughtful consideration of its elements. Phil 4:8  Finally, 
brethren, whatever is true (1st element of virtue), whatever is honorable (2nd etc.), whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence 
and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 

D. From the blessings God has given us we should proclaim His Virtue.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; 

8. In the sphere of our Faith and Virtue, we should add “The” Knowledge, which involves a greater 
exposure to and comprehension of “The” God. 

 (We should get those two things right before we begin our studies) 
John Clifford:  God does not want your cleverness or your ignorance. 
Thomas Aquinas: said to be “The most saintly of the learned and most learned of the saints.” 
Joseph Wood Krutch:  What man knows is everywhere at war with what he wants. 
Thomas Edison:  We don’t know one millionth of one percent of anything. 
Unknown:  To many experts, not enough examples. 
Confucius:  To know that we know what we know, and that we do not know what we do not know-that is 
true knowledge. 
Jonathan Edwards:  If the great things of religion are rightly understood, they will affect the heart. 
Irenaeus:  No man can know God unless God has taught him; that is to say, that without God, God 
cannot be known. 
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A. Knowledge of Christ is needed so one can be saved.  Luke 1:77  To give to His people {the} 
knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins,    

B. In God’s design, we must be willing to do His will to actually know what we know is from 
Him.  John 7:17  f any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of 
God, or whether I speak from Myself. 

C. God has given us the knowledge of His glory.  2 Cor 4:6  For God, who said, "Light shall 
shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

D. All the treasures of knowledge are in Christ Himself.  Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know how 
great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who 
have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit 
together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of 
understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

E. So we are encouraged to grow in the knowledge of our Lord.  2 Pet 3:17-18  You therefore, 
beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of 
unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

F. Knowing Christ is worth losing all else.  Phil 3:8  More than that, I count all things to be loss in 
view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 

 
G. We can never finish learning of Christ’s love.  Eph 3:17-19  so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God. 

H. We are invited to search the depths of the knowledge of God. Rom 11:33-34   
 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 

His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
became His counselor? 

I. Having a knowledge of the truth does not guarantee that one will be a virtuous person.  
Rom 2:17-23  But if you bear the name "Jew," and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, and 
know His will, and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, and are 
confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a 
corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of 
knowledge and of the truth, you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You 
who preach that one should not steal, do you steal?  You who say that one should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?  You who boast in 
the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God?  1 Cor 1:4-5  I thank my God 
always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in 
everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 

J. We are to use everything God brings our way, including knowledge, to present ourselves 
as His servant.  2 Cor 6:4-6  but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in 
much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, 
in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 

K. Part of our thanksgiving to God for the knowledge He has given us and presenting 
ourselves as His servant, is keeping our commitments to others.  2 Cor 8:7  But just as you 
abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the 
love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also. 

L. Knowledge is required before one is able to admonish others.  Rom 15:13-14   
 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am 
convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to 
admonish one another. 

M. Knowledge without love produces arrogance.  1 Cor 8:1-3  Now concerning things sacrificed 
to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  If 
anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; but if 
anyone loves God, he is known by Him. 
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O. Knowledge without consideration harms others.  1 Cor 8:10-13 For if someone sees you, 
who have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be 
strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols?  For through your knowledge he who is weak is 
ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.  And thus, by sinning against the brethren and 
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  Therefore, if food causes my 
brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble. 

P. A big part of the spiritual battle we face concerns those things which attack the true 
knowledge of God.  2 Cor 10:3-5  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 
the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 
the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

Q. Legalism is a common method of attack.  Luke 11:52  Woe to you lawyers! For you have 
taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering 
in you hindered. 

R. The world is full of false knowledge, which we must avoid.  1 Tim 6:20-21  O Timothy, guard 
what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of 
what is falsely called "knowledge"-- which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. 
Grace be with you. 

 
Becoming a Partaker-Parts 3-5 = 1:6 
 
and in your knowledge (in the knowledge), self-control (EGKRATEIA = 4x; the self-control; word literally 
means inside strength), and in your self-control (the self-control), perseverance (HUPOMON8 = patience 
toward circumstances, endurance, the perseverance), and in your perseverance (the perseverance), 
godliness (EUSEBEIA = the godliness); 
 

C.T. 1:6 =  and in the knowledge, the self-control, and in the self-control, the perseverance, and in 
the perseverance, the godliness; 

 
Aristotle:  I count him braver that overcomes his desires than him who conquers his enemies. 
Leigh Hunt:  The same people who can deny others everything are famous for refusing themselves nothing. 
 
Summary: 
1. In the sphere of The Faith, The Virtue and The Knowledge, we should add The Self-Control, with 

all Diligence.  (Again, we seem to add things simply by our acceptance and submission to the principle) 
A. The challenge to “Self-Control” can strike fear in the hearts of people.  Acts 24:24-27  But 

some days later, Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul, and 
heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.  And as he was discussing righteousness (given to 
us at salvation, we are expected to live righteously thereafter, which requires…), self-
control (phase 2) and the judgment to come (Phase 3), Felix became frightened and said, "Go 
away for the present, and when I find time, I will summon you."  At the same time too, he was 
hoping that money would be given him by Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often 
and converse with him.  But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; 
and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned. 

B. Self-Control is part of the fruit of the Spirit, so reliance upon the Holy Spirit is necessary 
for this to fully become part of your life.  Gal 5:22-26  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become boastful, 
challenging one another, envying one another. 

C. Self-Control is a qualification of an overseer, so the overseer must be led by the Holy 
Spirit to have this self-control.  Titus 1:7-9  For the overseer must be above reproach as God's 
steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of 
sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, holding 
fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort 
in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

D. The Self-Control must relate to the internal power that is within us through the Indwelling 
Holy Spirit. 

E. Through the Holy Spirit is the power that raised the Son from the dead. Eph 1:18-20 
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 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of 
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the 
working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from 
the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

F. This power lets us fight in the battle of the Angelic Conflict.  Eph 6:10-12   
 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

G. This power can overcome the fear of death, one of Satan’s most formidable weapons.  Heb 
2:14-15  Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the 
same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

H. This power lets us walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.  Col 1:9-12  For this reason also, 
since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, 
for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

I. Self-Control is required to win the “game” of life.  1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those 
who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  
And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a way, as not 
without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my 
slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified. 

2. In the sphere of The Faith, The Virtue, The Knowledge and The Self-Control, we should add The 
Perseverance.  (a patience toward circumstances, translated perseverance, endurance, steadfastness) 

 Prov 24:16  A righteous man falls, seven times, and rises again, but the wicked are overthrown by 
calamity. 

 Julian of Norwich:  Our courteous Lord does not want His servants to despair, even when they sin: for 
our falling does not hinder His loving. 

 Euripides:  To persevere, trusting in what hopes he has, is courage in a man; the coward despairs; 
 Spurgeon:  By perseverance the snail reached the Ark. 
 Coleman Cox:  Even the woodpecker owes his success to the fact that he uses his head and keeps 

pecking away. 
 Plutarch:  Perseverance is more prevailing than violence; many things which cannot be overcome 

together, yield when taken little by little. 
A. The Perseverance is based upon The Perseverance Of Jesus Christ.  Rev 3:10  
 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of 

testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the 
earth. 

B. It is grown through our relationship with Him.  Rev 1:9  I, John, your brother and fellow 
partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

C. This trait should be a result of our love for God.  2 Thes 3:4-5  And we have confidence in the 
Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command.  And may the 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ. 

D. Perseverance must be tested in order to grow into something more beneficial.  James 1:2-
4  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

E. Perseverance is always seen as part of the path to something else, not an end in itself. 
1). Truly living life.  Luke 21:16-19  But you will be delivered up even by parents and 

brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death, and you will be 
hated by all on account of My name.  Yet not a hair of your head will perish.  By your 
endurance you will gain your lives. 
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2). Hope.  Rom 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by 
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not 
only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 
perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

3). Bearing fruit.  Luke 8:15-16  And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who 
have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with 
perseverance.  Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or puts it 
under a bed; but he puts it on a lampstand, in order that those who come in may see the 
light. 

4). Unity of the Body of Christ.  Rom 15:4-7  For whatever was written in earlier times was 
written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.  Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ 
Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the 
glory of God. 

5). Honor in Ministry.  2 Cor 6:2-6  for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, 
and on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, 
now is "the day of salvation"--giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the 
ministry be not discredited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, 
in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, 
in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 

6). Deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:22-27  For we know that the whole 
creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  And not only this, 
but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  For in 
hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope 
for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait 
eagerly for it.  And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, 
because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

7). Fighting the good fight.  1 Tim 6:11-12  But flee from these things, you man of God; 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.  Fight 
the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you 
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

8). Setting a good example for others.  2 Tim 3:10-11  But you followed my teaching, 
conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such 
as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, 
and out of them all the Lord delivered me!  Titus 2:2  Older men are to be temperate, 
dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. 

9). Receiving the promises.  Heb 10:36   For you have need of endurance, so that when 
you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 

10). Winning the race.  Heb 12:1-2  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

11). Being a model church.  1 Thes 1:3  constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our 
God and Father, 

F. Perseverance without love is not pleasing to the Lord.  Rev 2:2-4  I know your deeds and 
your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test those 
who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have 
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perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  'But I have 
this against you, that you have left your first love. 

3. In the sphere of The Faith, The Virtue, The Knowledge, The Self-Control, and The Perseverance we 
should add The Godliness.   
A. Godliness comes about as a result of the five other traits mentioned becoming real in our 

lives. 
B. Godliness is rooted in a deep faith expressing itself in virtue, expanding knowledge, self-

control and endurance leading to an awe of God and obedience to Him. 
C. One can always measure a person’s devotion to the cause of Christ by his readiness to be 

called to responsibility, by his diligence in it, by the personal risks he takes because of his 
involvement in it, or by the ease with which he lays it down. 

D. Godliness is defined by the person of Jesus Christ.   1 Tim 3:16  And by common confession 
great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, 
beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

E. Godliness is a result of preparation to come before the Holy and Powerful God.   
 2 Pet 3:10-12  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will 
be burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with 
intense heat! 

F. The real knowledge of the truth is godly. Titus 1:1-2  Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the (full) knowledge of the truth 
which is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised 
long ages ago, 

G. Godliness is a straightforward and clear principle that does not require a lot of deep study 
and thought, just a thankful and obedient heart.  1 Tim 6:3-12   

 If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands 
nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of 
which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of 
depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.  But 
godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  For we have 
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  And if we have food 
and covering, with these we shall be content.  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  
For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away 
from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.  But flee from these things, you man of 
God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.  Fight the 
good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

H. God’s grace is given at salvation so that we may live godly lives.  Titus 2:11-14   
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny 

ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 
looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ 
Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

I. Godly people will be persecuted.  2 Tim 3:12-13  (by the ungodly)   
 And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  But evil men and 

impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
J. Godliness is attacked by worldly viewpoints and thus requires self-discipline to reach and 

maintain.  1 Tim 4:7-9  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the 
other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little 
profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also 
for the life to come.  It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance. 

K. God can rescue the godly from temptation.  2 Pet 2:7-9  and if He rescued righteous Lot, 
oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that 
righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their 
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lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

L. Part of why we are to pray for leaders is so we can pursue a godly life.   
 1 Tim 2:1-4  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 

made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  This is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

M. Godliness has no power of its own, but instead has connected to the power of God.  Acts 
3:12  But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this, 
or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 

N. Man in the last days will fall for the Satanic counterfeit of godliness.  2 Tim 3:1-5 
 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers 

of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, 
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, 
although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

O. God uses godly people.  Acts 10:1-2   Now there was a certain man at Caesarea named 
Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, a devout (godly) man, and one who 
feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to God 
continually.  Acts 10:3-8  About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of 
God who had just come in to him, and said to him, "Cornelius!"  And fixing his gaze upon him and 
being much alarmed, he said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers and alms 
have ascended as a memorial before God.  "And now dispatch some men to Joppa, and send for 
a man named Simon, who is also called Peter; he is staying with a certain tanner named Simon, 
whose house is by the sea."  And when the angel who was speaking to him had departed, he 
summoned two of his servants and a devout (godly) soldier of those who were in constant 
attendance upon him, and after he had explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. 

 
Becoming a Partaker-Parts 6-7 = 1:7 
 
and in your godliness (the godliness), brotherly kindness (PHILADELPHIA = the brotherly love), and in your 
brotherly kindness (the brotherly love), Christian love (AGAP8 = the love). 
 

C.T. 1:7 =  and in the godliness, the brotherly love, and in the brotherly love, the love. 
 
Summary: 
1. In the sphere of The Faith, The Virtue, The Knowledge, The Self-Control, The Perseverance and 

The Godliness, we should add The Brotherly Love. 
2. Brotherly Love is a friendship type of love, so there is inherently a relational closeness.  James 

2:23  and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. 

3. “The” Brotherly Love is that which was modeled by the Father and Son. John 5:20   
 For the Father loves (PHILEW) the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and greater 

works than these will He show Him, that you may marvel. 
4. We can have this Brotherly Love because of our new birth as Children of God.  1 Pet 1:22-23  Since 

you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love 
one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 
imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

5. Brotherly Love seeks to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ and have a true and real 
brotherly love toward others.  Rom 12:9-10  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to 
what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 

6. So Brotherly Love is first an issue of friendship with God. 
A. Not the world.  James 4:4  You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 

hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 

B. Not the desire for attention.  Matt 6:5  And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; 
for they love (PHILEW) to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order 
to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 
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C. Not places of honor.  Matt 23:5-6  But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they 
broaden their phylacteries, and lengthen the tassels of their garments.  And they love (PHILEW) 
the place of honor at banquets, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 

D. Not family.  Matt 10:37  He who loves (PHILEW) father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me; and he who loves (PHILEW) son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

E. Not even our own life.  John 12:25 He who loves (PHILEW) his life loses it; and he who hates 
his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. 

7. Brotherly Love is a characteristic of a model church.  1 Thes 4:9-10  Now as to the love of the 
brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, 
brethren, to excel still more, 

8. Brotherly Love requires humility of soul.  1 Pet 3:8-9  To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, 
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a 
blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 

9. Brotherly Love is expressed through different relationships in life.  Heb 13:1-5  Let love of the 
brethren continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 
angels without knowing it.  Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-
treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.  Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the 
marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.  Let your character be free from 
the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor 
will I ever forsake you," 

10. In the sphere of The Faith, The Virtue, The Knowledge, The Self-Control, The Perseverance, The 
Godliness, and The Brotherly Love, we should add The Love.   

 (Believe it all: Live it, Learn about it, Be Empowered in it, Stick with it, Conform to it, Spread it, Enjoy it) 
11. Our love for God should be with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Mark 12:29-31 
12. His love for us teaches us about love. 

A. The Lord prayed that we would fully appreciate the Father’s love.  John 17:25-26  
 O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these 

have known that You did send Me; and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it 
known; that the love wherewith You did love Me may be in them, and I in them." 

B. So, we are told to take a long look at the Father’s love for us.  1 John 3:1   
 See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of 

God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
C. God’s love for us is unconditional.  1 John 4:7-21  7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love 

is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that 
God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has beheld 
God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By 
this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  14 And 
we have beheld and bear witness that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.  
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.  16 And 
we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the 
one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  17 By this, love is perfected with 
us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this 
world.  18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.  19 We love, because He first loved 
us.  20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  21And this 
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

 
D. When the Holy Spirit indwelt us, He brought the love of God  with Him. Rom 5:3-5 
 (everything you need for life…)  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing 

that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

E. God’s love for us is not an issue of our sins, but a display of His unchanging character.   
Rom 5:6-10  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 
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one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 
even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him.  For, if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

F. Nothing can separate us from God’s love.  Rom 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  Just as it is written, "For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

G. God’s love is the reason we were shown mercy.  1 Tim 1:12-14  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service; even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. And yet I was 
shown mercy, because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than 
abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. 

H. God’s love is what builds us up, not simply peripheral knowledge about Him.   
 1 Cor 8:1  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 

Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 
12. He desires our response to His love, so this should be the goal of Biblical instruction.   
 1 Tim 1:5  But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 

faith. 
A. We are to imitate His love for us.  Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

B. Submission to the Holy Spirit lets us live this life of love.  Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. 

C. The love that the Holy Spirit brought with Him into your life is designed to lead us into the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  Eph 3:16-19  that He would grant you, according to 
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all 
the fulness of God. 

D. Loving God involves keeping His commandments.  John 15:9-11  Just as the Father has 
loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love.  These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 

E. Keeping His commandments is how God’s love matures in our life.  1 John 2:4-5 
 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been 
perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 

F. The love we have for God should be without hypocrisy.  Rom 12:9-21  9 Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly 
love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  
13contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  14 Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and curse not.  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  16 
Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. 
Do not be wise in your own estimation.  17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what 
is right in the sight of all men.  18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men.  19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head."  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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G. We should permit His love to control us.  1 Cor 5:14-21  14 For the love of Christ controls us, 
having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died;  15 and He died for all, that they 
who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their 
behalf.  16 Therefore from now on we recognize no man according to the flesh; even though we 
have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.  17 Therefore if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 
come.  18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

H. This Love is displayed through sacrifice.  1 John 3:16-17  We know love by this, that He laid 
down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has the 
world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the 
love of God abide in him? 

I. Loving God and thus loving our neighbor is the fulfillment of the law.  Rom 13:10 
 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 
J. The Spirit’s love guides us to pray for other Believers.  Rom 15:30  Now I urge you, brethren, 

by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to 
God for me, 

K. What really matters in the Christian life is faith working through love.  Gal 5:6-7   
 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working 

through love.  You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
L. Attacks on this love: 

 1). Lawlessness.  Matt 24:10-14   
(One of the characteristics of the last days is that lawlessness will increase and 
most people’s love will grow cold.  If love does not carry an element of warmth 
within it, then why is it a problem when it grows cold?)  And at that time many will fall 
away and will deliver up one another and hate one another.  "And many false prophets 
will arise, and will mislead many.  "And because lawlessness is increased, most people's 
love will grow cold.  "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved (from a lack 
of love).  "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a 
witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come. 

 2). Legalism.  Luke 11:42 (Pharisees tend to disregard God’s love)   
But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden 
herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should 
have done without neglecting the others. 

 3). The World.  1 John 2:15 (The world wants your love, but if you give it you will miss 
out on God’s love)   
Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 

 4). Intellectualism.  John 5:39-42 (Those seeking purely an intellectual relationship 
with God do not have the love of God in them)   
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these 
that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.  I do 
not receive glory from men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in 
yourselves. 

 
The Results of these Qualities = 1:8 
 
For if these qualities (the ones just listed; lit: if these things, i.e. the qualities listed) are yours (Pres Ptc 
HUPARCHW = conditional participle; to make a beginning under… i.e. the authority of God; are beginning 
to exist in you; continuous and contemporaneous action with “render”) and are increasing (Pres Ptc 
PLEONADZW = caused to abound, increase; this is the second condition), they render (Pres Act Ind 
KATHIST8MI = keep rendering you; to stand based on a standard; establish) you neither useless (ARGOS = 
8x; verb 1x in 2 Pet 2:3; inactive, idle, not working) nor unfruitful (AKARPOS = without fruit) in the true 
knowledge (EPIGNOSIS) of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C.T. 1:8 = For if these things are beginning to exist in you and are increasing, they establish you 
neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. The qualities just listed are indicators of Christian growth. 
2. The more they begin to exist in us, through submission to the Holy  Spirit, the greater the increase 

and thus the greater the growth. 
3. In conjunction with the growth comes activity and fruit. 
4. The activity and resulting fruit is a result of a true knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
5. This “true knowledge” of Jesus Christ consists of these qualities taking over more and more of 

our life. 
6. The “true knowledge” of Jesus Christ has the target of love. 
7. The “true knowledge” of Jesus Christ will make us actively fruitful. 
8. The example of all of these qualities is found in the Lord Himself. 
 
The Results of Lack of these Qualities = 1:9 
 
For he who lacks these qualities (M8 + PAI PAREIMI = For to the one to whom these things are not present) 
is blind (PAI EIMI + TUPHLOS = is, keeps on being, blindness) or short-sighted (Pres Ptc MUWPADZW = 1x; 
to shut the eye, seeing only what is near), having forgotten (Aor Ptc LAMBANW = having received + L8PH8 
= 1x; forgetfulness, the word was derived from the mythological river Lethe which was supposed to cause 
forgetfulness of the past from the one who drank from it) his purification (KATHARISMOS = of the 
purification) from his former sins. 
 

C.T. 1:9 = For to the one to whom these things are not present is blindness or short-sightedness, 
having received forgetfulness of the purification from his former sins. 

 
Summary: 
1. Lack of these qualities denotes spiritual blindness because one has drank from the river of 

forgetfulness. 
2. Specifically in view is forgetting one’s purification from former sins. 
 A. Under the Mosaic Law there were various rituals denoting purification of sins.  Mark 1:44; 

Luke 2:22; 5:14; John 2:6; 3:25 
 B. The Messiah, Jesus Christ, made the purification of sins for us.  Heb 1:1-4   
 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation 
of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification 
of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  

3. So if these qualities are not growing in us we have forgotten what the Lord did for us, and the 
cost. 

4. If we forget what the Lord has done for us we become blind in the darkness.  1 John 2:9-11 
 The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who 

loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But the one who hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes. 

5. This blindness is the desire of Satan.  2 Cor 4:1-6  Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we 
received mercy, we do not lose heart, 2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not 
walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending 
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving 
so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we 
do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 
For God, who said, " Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give 
the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

6. Jesus is in the business of healing blindness.  Matthew 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them. 

7. What is spiritual blindness? 
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 A. When the things of this world become more important than our relationship with God.  
Matt 23:16-20  Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ' Whoever swears by the temple (the 
dwelling place of God, i.e. before Him), that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the 
temple is obligated (before men).'  You fools and blind men! Which is more important, the gold 
or the temple that sanctified the gold? And, 'Whoever swears by the altar (the place of sacrifice-
I will change etc.), that is nothing, but whoever swears by the offering on it, he is obligated (I will 
give).'  You blind men, which is more important, the offering, or the altar that sanctifies the 
offering?  

B. When we miss the essential things of the Christian life and settle for the non-essentials.  
Matt 23:24 You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!; 2 Pet 1:5-7   

C. When we are more concerned with our outer appearance than with our corrupted soul.  
Matt 23:26  You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the 
outside of it may become clean also. 

8. Blindness is often manifested in arrogance. Matt 15:13-14  But He answered and said, "Every plant 
which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.  Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 

9. This blind arrogance is dishonors God and harms the Christian witness.  Rom 2:17-24   
 But if you bear the name "Jew" and rely upon the Law and boast in God, 18 and know His will and 

approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, 19 and are confident that you 
yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, 21 you, 
therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one shall not steal, do you 
steal? 22 You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor 
idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor 
God? 24 For "THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU," 
just as it is written.  

10. A spiritually short-sighted person is one lacks divine perspective in  life, as they can only see what 
is near. 

11. This type of person is controlled by the circumstances of life and makes decisions that lack 
wisdom.  (Pilot lands by keeping his eyes  on the horizon, not on the ground.  We drive vehicles by 
trying to keep a perspective on the traffic, not just on the car in front of us.  Walk while looking at the 
ground, you will run into a wall.) 

12. It lends itself to a life of fear, not faith. 
13. Some advice to the church of the last days.  Rev 3:15-19  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 

nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will 
spit you out of My mouth.  Because you say, " I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I 
advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that 
you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to 
anoint your eyes so that you may see.  Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous 
and repent. 

 
The Conclusion = 1:10 
  
Therefore (DIO = summary of V2-10), brethren, be all the more diligent (Aor Imp SPOUDADZW = takes us 
back to the first of the qualities; a necessary ingredient of the Christian life) to make certain (BEBAIOS = 
9x; verb 8x; firm, steadfast, secure) about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice (are doing) 
these things, you will never stumble (OU M8 + Aor Sub PTAIW = 5x; to cause to fall, stumble; different from 
skandalidzw which emphasizes the object that caused one to stumble; this word encompasses both the 
stumble and fall); 
 

C.T. 1:10 = Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make firm His calling and choosing you; 
for as long as you are doing these things, you will never stumble and fall; 

 
Summary: 
1. The bottom line of this paragraph is to be diligent to become firm in  our salvation. 

A. The reality of the firmness of our salvation in our own life is an issue of faith.   
 Rom 4:16-17  For this reason it is  by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so 

that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, 
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but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,  Col 2:6-7  Therefore 
as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so  walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now 
being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing 
with gratitude.  

B. And made firm by His grace.  Heb 13:9  Do not be carried away by varied and strange 
teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which 
those who were so occupied were not benefited. 

C. In believing His unchangeable promises.  Heb 6:17-20  17 In the same way God, desiring 
even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed 
with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which 
enters within the veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high 
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

D. Jesus Himself confirmed the promises of God.  Rom 15:8-9  For I say that Christ has become 
a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the 
fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written,  

E. This firmness is also an issue of perseverance.  Heb 3:5-6  Now Moses was faithful in all His 
house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; but Christ was 
faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the 
boast of our hope firm until the end. 

F. And of partaking of Christ Himself.  Heb 3:14  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we 
hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,  

2. In context, this is done by supplying the qualities listed in V5-7. 
3. Which the Lord has already given us.  V3-4 
4. So it is a matter of offering back to Him what He has given us for the purpose of being conformed 

to the image of Jesus Christ. 
5. The promise is that if we continue to grow in these things we will not stumble and fall. 

A. Violation of one part of the Mosaic Law made one guilty of all.  James 2:10   
 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  

B. It is true that we all stumble in many ways.  James 3:1-2   
 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter 

judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. 
C. But Peter says that while we are practicing these qualities we will not stumble and fall. 
D. Conversely, if we are not practicing these qualities then we stumbled and fallen. 
E. The answer to “what think ye of Christ?” is the basis for the fall and rise of many, so it is 

where we begin.  Luke 2:32-35 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the 
glory of Your people Israel." 33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were 
being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this 
Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed-- 35 and a 
sword will pierce even your own soul--to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed."  

F. If we fail to see these qualities as valuable we have actually built a foundation upon sand 
and not on The  Rock.  Matt 7:24-27  24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine 
and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  25 "And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did 
not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.  26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine and 
does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  27 "The rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great 
was its fall."   

6. Jesus can keep us from falling and He wants to help.  Jude 24-25   To him who is able to keep you 
from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy--to the only 
God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore! Amen.  
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The Blessing = 1:11 
 
for in this way (diligence) the entrance (EISODOS = the way into; entrance) into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied (PLOUSIWS = abundantly, richly + Fut Pas Ind 
EPICHOR8GEW = cf V5; our key verb introducing the qualities) to you. 
 

C.T. 1:11 = for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

 
Summary: 
1. At salvation, we are transferred to the Kingdom of His Beloved Son.  Col 1:13-14   

(This is the “have been”) 
2. We supply faith et al and He opens the doorway into the eternal kingdom meaning He begins to 

abundantly supply the blessings right now.  (This is the “will be” that is based on the “right now”) 
3. These blessings are first and foremost spiritual. 
4. We have been given abundant grace by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Titus 3:5-7  5 He saved us, not on 

the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. 

5. And it cost Him a lot.  2 Cor 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.  

6. So we are to let His Word abundantly be inside of us so that it may  bless others.  Col 3:16-17  Let 
the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  Whatever you do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.  

7. God has already supplied us with everything we need beginning with the Holy Spirit.   
 Gal 3:5   
 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of 

the Law, or by hearing with faith?  
8. The Body of Christ is supplied with all it needs to grow.  Col 2:18-19  Let no one keep defrauding 

you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on 
visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from 
whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth 
which is from God.  

9. And the supply it needs to sow with will be multiplied.  2 Cor 9:10-11  Now He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God 

10. Connect to God and taste His grace-every moment of every day. 
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2 Peter 1:12-15 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character 

A True Teacher’s Heart 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 

 
Repetition = 1:12 
 
Therefore (DIO = draws a second conclusion from V2-10; “be all the more diligent”), I shall always be ready 
(FAI MELLW = means about to do a thing, shows intent; “I shall always intend”) to remind you (Pres Act Inf 
HUPOMIMN8SKW = to cause to remember, remind) of these things, even though you already know (OIDA) 
them, and have been established (Pf Pas Ptc ST8RIDZW = 13x; to set fast, strengthen; this entire section is 
a review; Perfect tense looks at that which is accomplished, done) in the truth which is present with you (lit: 
in the present (PAROUSIA) truth; usually a technical word for the Rapture). 
 

C.T. 1:12 = Therefore, I shall always intend to remind you of these things, even though you already 
know them, and have been established in the present truth. 

 
Summary: 
1. From the information in V2-9, Peter has drawn a personal application for others (be all the more 

diligent) and for himself. 
2. These principles are so important that he makes no apologies for repeating them. 
3. Principle:  A teacher of God’s truth should seek to find the important things, teach them and 

repeat them so that no one forgets them. 
4. Some important things to remember: 

A. The Lord’s Words.  Luke 22:60-62   But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking 
about." And immediately, while he was still speaking, a cock crowed.  And the Lord turned and 
looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, "Before a 
cock crows today, you will deny Me three times."  And he went out and wept bitterly. 

B. The Holy Spirit’s role in keeping the Lord’s Words.  John 14:24-26  "He who does not love 
Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent 
Me.  "These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you.  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you. 

C. The importance of faith.  2 Tim 2:10-15  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those 
who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it 
eternal glory.  It is a trustworthy statement: for if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him;  If 
we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us;  If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; for He cannot deny himself.  Remind them of these things, and solemnly 
charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to 
the ruin of the hearers.  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth. 

D. The importance of others.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to 
be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, 
showing every consideration for all men. 

E. The certainty of judgment. Jude 1:5  Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things 
once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed 
those who did not believe. 

F. That some people just don’t get it.  3 John 1:9-10  I wrote something to the church; but 
Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say.  For this reason, if I 
come, I will call attention (cause to remember) to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing 
us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, neither does he himself receive the brethren, 
and he forbids those who desire to do so, and puts them out of the church. 
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5. To be “established” in the “present truth” means: 
A. That we are grounded by the Gospel.  Rom 16:25-27  Now to Him who is able to establish 

you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the 
Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made 
known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 
be the glory forever. Amen. 

B. That we see the need for personal holiness.  1 Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father 
Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and 
abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may 
establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

C. That good works and speech are part of the Christian life.  2 Thes 2:16-17  Now may our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort 
and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word. 

D. That we have experienced and handled some undeserved suffering.  1 Pet 5:8-10 
 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences 
of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  And after you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will 
Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

E. That we are ready for battle with the evil one.   2 Thes 3:1-3  Finally, brethren, pray for us that 
the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we 
may be delivered from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.  But the Lord is faithful, and 
He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 

F.   That we have a resolve to know God’s Word and be guided by it.  Luke 9:49-51   
 And John answered and said, "Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name; and 

we tried to hinder him because he does not follow along with us."  But Jesus said to him, "Do not 
hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you."  And it came about, when the days were 
approaching for His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem; 

G. That we can see the evil side and do not want to participate in it.  Luke 16:26   
 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, in order that those who 

wish to come over from here to you may not be able, and that none may cross over from there to 
us.' 

H. That we have been broken and repented so that we may “establish” others.   
 Luke 22:31-32  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 

but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers." 

I. That we give of our resources to so that others may be “established.” Rom 1:11-12 
 For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 

established; that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by 
the other's faith, both yours and mine. 

J. That we are ready to go help others.  1 Thes 3:1-2  Therefore when we could endure it no 
longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone; and we sent Timothy, our brother and 
God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 

K. That we are patiently awaiting the Lord’s return.  James 5:7-8  Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being 
patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

L. That we are spiritually awake and spreading the greatness of God.  Rev 3:1-2   
 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the 

seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are 
dead.  'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not 
found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 

 
Reinforcement = 1:13 
 
And I consider it right (PMI H8GEOMAI = 28x; to lead the way, hence to lead before the mind, consider + 
DIKAIOS = right, proper), as long as I am in this earthly dwelling (SK8NWMA = tent, booth, tabernacle; a 
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reference to his body as a tent, a temporary dwelling), to stir you up (Pres Inf DIEGEIRW = strengthened 
form of EGEIRW = to rise through; to rouse from sleep, awaken, keep awake; i.e. wake you up if 
necessary or keep you awake if you already are) by way of reminder (HUPOMN8SIS), 
 

C.T. 1:13 = And I consider it right, as long as I am in this dwelling, to stir you up by way of 
reminder. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter’s righteous purpose as a true teacher is to keep people spiritually awake. 
2. He intends to do this for his entire life, as long as he is in the temporary dwelling known as his 

body. 
3. Great Believers know they are “just passing through.”  Heb 11:8-16  By faith Abraham, when he was 

called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing where he was going.  By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  By faith even Sarah herself received ability to 
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised; 
therefore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as 
the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.  All these died in 
faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, 
and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For those who say such things 
make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  And indeed if they had been thinking of that 
country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has 
prepared a city for them. 

4. Great Believers consider things which are important and right.  Phil 3:7-8  But whatever things were 
gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all things 
to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 

5. First we should consider that Jesus considered us first.  1 Tim 1:12  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service; 

6. Other things we should consider: 
A. The Lord is faithful.  Heb 11:11-12  By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, 

even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised; 
therefore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many 
descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the 
seashore. 

B. The real values of our life.  Heb 11:24-26  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

C. That others are to be more important.  Phil 2:3-4  Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than 
himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

D. How to help meet others’ needs.  Phil 2:25  But I thought it necessary to send to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and 
minister to my need; 

E. The honor due those who serve us.  1 Thes 5:12-13  But we request of you, brethren, that you 
appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give 
you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace 
with one another. 

F. How to treat those who disobey the Lord.  2 Thes 3:13-15  But as for you, brethren, do not 
grow weary of doing good.  And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special 
note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  And yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

G. Respect for those in authority over us.  1 Tim 6:1  Let all who are under the yoke as slaves 
regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may 
not be spoken against. 
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H. How to not make an issue of money.   2 Cor 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised 
bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness. 

I. Leaders’ conduct that is worthy of imitation.  Heb 13:7  Remember those who led you, who 
spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

J. That testing is designed to be joyful.  James 1:2-4   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let 
endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

7. Lack of consideration for the Lord’s sacrifice insults the Holy Spirit.  Heb 10:29   
 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, 

and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the 
Spirit of grace? 

8. Some consider pleasure to be more important than the things of God.  They are headed for 
destruction.  2 Pet 2:12-13  But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be 
captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also 
be destroyed, suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the 
daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 

 
A Personal Note = 1:14 
 
knowing (OIDA) that the laying aside (APOTHESIS = a placing away from, removal) of my earthly dwelling 
(SK8NWMA) is imminent (PAI EIMI + TACHINOS = imminent; 2x; 2 Pet 2:1, this word means “impending”), 
as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me (Aor Act Ind D8LOW = to make plain, signify, declare; 
used in 1 Pet 1:11 of things signified by the OT prophets; this word denotes the spiritual significance of 
historical realities; become mentally clear). 
 

C.T. 1:14 = knowing that the laying aside of my dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus 
Christ has signified to me. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter knew that his death was impending. 
2. The Lord made it clear that Peter was to undergo a martyr’s death.  John 21:18-19   
 "Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself, and walk wherever you 

wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will gird you, and bring 
you where you do not wish to go."  Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify 
God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow me!" 

3. The Rapture could not have happened at least until Peter’s death. 
4. It had become manifestly evident to Peter that the time was quite near. 
5. Things are made evident to us: 

A. According to God’s timing.  1 Pet 1:10-11  As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of 
the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person 
or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories to follow. 

B. At times, by our own inherent traits.  Matt 26:73  And a little later the bystanders came up and 
said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for the way you talk gives you away." 

C. At times, by the Scripture itself.  Gal 3:11  Now that no one is justified by the Law before God 
is evident; for, "The righteous man shall live by faith." 

D. At times, by logical thought.  1 Cor 15:27  For He has put all things in subjection under His 
feet. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who 
put all things in subjection to Him. 

E. At times, by clear explanation.  Heb 12:26-29  And His voice shook the earth then, but now He 
has promised, saying," Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven."  And 
this expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as 
of created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, 
since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may 
offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire. 

6. One day all things will be evident.  1 Cor 3:12-13  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, 
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 
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A Personal Desire = 1:15 
 
And I will also be diligent (FAI SPOUDADZW = noun in V5, verb in V10, Peter applies this to himself) that at 
any time after my departure (META + EXODUS = 3x; Luke 9:31 at the Transfiguration where Christ refers to 
His Exodus; which Peter witnesses, and Heb 11:22 of the Exodus from Egypt made by Joseph) you may 
be able to call these things to mind (Lit: you may have the memory of these things). 
 

C.T. 1:15 = And I will also be diligent that at any time after my exodus you may have the memory 
of these things. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter wants to leave a legacy that honors the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. Peter has exhorted us to diligence and now he tells us of his resolve to be diligent.   

(he wants the message and the man to be the same) 
3. The word “exodus” has special meaning to Peter. 
 A. The bondage of his fleshly body will be totally broken. 
 B. He will be back with his friend. 

C. The spiritual bondage had been broken in Peter’s life through the life changing 
information he has just related. 

D. He had been a witness to the Lord’s “Exodus.”  Luke 9:28-36  And some eight days after 
these sayings, it came about that He took along Peter and John and James, and went up to the 
mountain to pray.  And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and 
His clothing became white and gleaming.  And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they 
were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  Now Peter and his companions had been overcome with 
sleep; but when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men standing with Him.  
And it came about, as these were parting from Him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us 
to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah"-- not realizing what he was saying.  And while he was saying this, a cloud formed and 
began to overshadow them; and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  And a voice came 
out of the cloud, saying, "This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!"  And when the voice 
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent, and reported to no one in those days 
any of the things which they had seen. 

4. While the “Exodus” from Egypt was accomplished almost 3500 years ago, the “Exodus” from this 
planet by the saints to be with the Lord is yet to come.  1 Thes 4:13-18 

5. Shouldn’t we revere the prophecy made by the living God, like Joseph did, and live our lives in the 
shadow of it?  Heb 11:22  By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons 
of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. 
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2 Peter 1:16-18 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character 

A True Teacher’s Witness 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 

 
His Message is Focused on Jesus Christ = 1:16 
 
For (GAR = explanation of his truthfulness and authority to communicate this message) we did not follow 
(OU + Aor Ptc EXAKOLOUTHEW = 3x; to follow as a disciple, out of…, 2 Pet 2:2,15) cleverly devised tales 
(PF Ps Ptc SOPHIDZW = 2x; 2 Tim 3:15; to make wise, cleverly devise + MUTHOS = myths, that which has 
only a smattering of truth at best) when we made known to you (Aor Act Ind GNWRIDZW) the power 
(DUNAMIS) and coming (PAROUSIA = the royal arrival of a king, to be alongside) of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but (ALLA) we were eyewitnesses (EPOPTAI = eyewitness) of His majesty (MEGALEIOT8S = 3x; Luke 9:43; 
Acts 19:27). 
 

C.T. 1:16 = For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter was an eyewitness to what he reported and was still awestruck by what he had seen. 
2. A true teacher’s message is focused on Jesus Christ. 
3. A true teacher does not embellish the truth, but reports it accurately.   

A. The wise and foolish look at the same sets of facts with different perspectives.   
 2 Tim 3:14-17  You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 

knowing from whom you have learned them; and that from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the wisdom (same word translated “cleverly devised” in 
our passage; verb here and should read “able to make you wise”) that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work. 

B. The true teacher avoids myths that attack faith in God.  1 Tim 1:3-4  As I urged you upon my 
departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order that you may instruct certain men not to 
teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise 
to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith. 

C. The true teacher does not pay attention to myths that are built in human tradition.  Titus 
1:13-14  This testimony is true. For this cause reprove them severely that they may be sound in 
the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from 
the truth. 

D. The true teacher avoids myths that attack the importance of godliness.  1 Tim 4:7 
 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline 

yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
E. The true teacher knows that in the last days, some will turn aside to myths.   
 2 Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have 

their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 

4. False teachers follow cleverly devised myths. 
A. They may also follow their own sensuality.  2 Pet 2:2-3  And many will follow their sensuality, 

and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you 
with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

B. Or, their love for money.  2 Pet 2:15  forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having 
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 
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He is Awestruck by the Father = 1:17 
 
For when He received (Aor Pas Ptc LAMBANW = having received, prior to main verb, “This is”) honor and 
glory from God the Father, such an utterance (TOIOSDE = 1x; a unique event that implies excellence and 
something worthy of admiration + PHWN8 = a voice) as this was made (AOR PTC PHERW = was carried) to 
Him by the Majestic Glory (HUPO + MEGALOPREP8S = 1x; compound word meaning “great” and “befitting” 
thus befitting greatness, excellence etc., + DOXA = by the Majestic Glory), "This is (PRES ACT IND EIMI = 
an historical fact) My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased" (EGW + AOR ACT IND EUDOKEW = I Myself 
am well-pleased)— 
 

C.T. 1:17 =  For having received glory and honor from God the Father,  such a voice having been 
carried to Him by the Majestic Glory, It said, “This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I Myself am well-
pleased- 

 
Summary: 
1. A true teacher has been awestruck by the Majestic Glory of the Father.   

(focused on Christ, awestruck by the Father, listens to the Spirit cf 1:19-21) 
2. Jesus had already received honor and glory from the Father before  the proclamation that 

occurred at the Transfiguration. 
3. Jesus was the fulfillment of many prophecies to Isaiah as the Chosen One.  Isa 42:1; Matt 12:17-18  

in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, might be fulfilled, saying,  "Behold, My Servant 
whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He 
shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 

4. The Father’s pleasure with the Son had already been displayed at the Son’s Baptism. 
 Matt 3:16-17  And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the 

heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, and 
behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

 
He Remembers Close Encounters = 1:18 
 
and we ourselves (Peter, James, John) heard this utterance (voice) made (having been carried) from heaven 
when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 
 

C.T. 1:18 =  and we ourselves heard this voice, having been carried from heaven when we were 
with Him on the holy mountain. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter does not forget the “close encounter” He had with the Lord in all His glory.   
 Matt 17:1-13  And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and brought 

them up to a high mountain by themselves.  And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone 
like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, talking with Him.  And Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You 
wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  While he 
was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, 
saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!"  And when the disciples 
heard this, they fell on their faces and were much afraid.  And Jesus came to them and touched them and 
said, "Arise, and do not be afraid."  And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus Himself 
alone.  And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, "Tell the 
vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead."  And His disciples asked Him, saying, 
"Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"  And He answered and said, "Elijah is coming 
and will restore all things; but I say to you, that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but 
did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands."  Then the 
disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

2. Those who continually reject the “Beloved Son” of the Father will be destroyed.   
 Mark 12:1-10  And He began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a vineyard, and put a wall 

around it, and dug a vat under the wine press, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and 
went on a journey.  "And at the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to receive some 
of the produce of the vineyard from the vine-growers.  "And they took him, and beat him, and sent him 
away empty-handed.  "And again he sent them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and 
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treated him shamefully.  "And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so with many others, beating 
some, and killing others.  "He had one more to send, a beloved son; he sent him last of all to them, 
saying, 'They will respect my son.'  "But those vine-growers said to one another, 'This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!'  "And they took him, and killed him, and threw him out of 
the vineyard.  "What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vine-growers, and 
will give the vineyard to others.  "Have you not even read this Scripture: 'The stone which the builders 
rejected, this became the chief corner stone; 

3. If we are “in Christ” then we are “chosen” and “beloved.” 
4. As “beloved” we are to: 

A. Imitate God.  Eph 5:1-4  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, 
just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a 
fragrant aroma.  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, as 
is proper among saints; and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are 
not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

B. Love one another.  1 John 4:7-11  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love.  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

C. Keep our behavior excellent.  1 Pet 2:11-12  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul.  Keep your behavior excellent among 
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of 
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

D. Cleanse ourselves from defilement.  2 Cor 7:1-2  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.  Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we took 
advantage of no one. 

E. Be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.  James 1:19-20  This you know, my 
beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the 
anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 

F. Flee from idolatry.  1 Cor 10:11-14  Now these things happened to them as an example, and 
they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  Therefore let 
him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure 
it.  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

G. Expect serious testing occurs.  1 Pet 4:12-13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were 
happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so 
that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 

H. Always abound in the work of the Lord.  1 Cor 15:56-58  The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

I. Remember the prophecies of the “last days” spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Jude 1:17-
21  But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be 
mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."  These are the ones who cause divisions, 
worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 
faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 
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2 Peter 1:19-21 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character 

A True Teacher’s Subject Matter 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

 
The Sure Prophetic Word = 1:19 
 
And so we have (PAI ECHW = present tense) the prophetic word (PROPH8TIKOS + LOGOS = 2x, Rom 16:26) 
made more sure (BEBAIOTEROS = more firm, comparative adjective), to which you do (are doing) well 
(KALWS = adv) to pay attention (PRES PTC. PROSECHW = to have before one’s face) as to a lamp shining in 
a dark place (AUXMEROS = 1x; dirty, dismal, miserable), until the day dawns (no “the”, Aor Subj 
DIAUGADZW = 1x; may shine through) and the morning star arises (PHWSPHOROS = 1x; bringer of light, 
morning star, Venus + Aor Subj ANATELLW = 9x; may arise) in your hearts. 
 

C.T. 1:19  =  So we have more firm the prophetic word to which you  are doing well paying 
attention to as a lamp shining in a miserable place until a day may shine through and a bringer of 
light may arise in your hearts. 

 
Summary: 
1. The prophetic word is made more sure by the fact of Christ’s fulfillment of various prophecies. 
2. To “pay attention” to it is part of “doing well,” which involves: 

A. Believing that God is One.  James 2:19  You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons 
also believe, and shudder. 

B. Seeking to imitate Jesus Christ who “did all things well.”  Mark 7:37   And they were utterly 
astonished, saying, "He has done all things well; He makes even the deaf to hear, and the 
dumb to speak." 

C. Loving your neighbor.  James 2:8  If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the 
Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 

D. Doing good to those who hate you.  Luke 6:26-28  "Woe to you when all men speak well of 
you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.  "But I say to you who 
hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you. 

E. Supporting missionaries.  3 John 1:5-8  Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you 
accomplish for the brethren, and especially when they are strangers; and they bear witness to 
your love before the church; and you will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of 
God.  For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles.  Therefore 
we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow workers with the truth. 

3. Paying attention to prophecy means that we should live our life in view of what God has said 
about the future. 

4. We are to pay attention to it until the “bringer of light” arises in our hearts. 
 A. The word arise is most frequently used of the rising of the sun. 
 B. Jesus Christ is the “Sun of Righteousness.”  Mal 4:2 
 C. Jesus Christ is the focal point of all prophecy. 

D. Peter wants us to pay attention to prophecy until we have a spiritual Sunrise. 
5. A spiritual Sunrise occurs when the Lord fully lights up your life. 
6. To let Him light up our life we should pay attention to: 
 A. The Light of the World.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light 

of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 
 B. Our Christian walk and assembly.  1 Tim 4:12-13  Let no one look down on your youthfulness, 

but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who 
believe.  Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and 
teaching. 
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 C. Guarding the essentials of the Faith.   Heb 2:1  For this reason we must pay much closer 
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 

7. We must also “pay attention” to elements of darkness that seek to distract us: 
A. Self-Glory that seeks to parade our righteousness before men.  Matt 6:1   
 (differs from practicing God’s righteousness)  "Beware of practicing your righteousness 

before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven. 

B. False prophets who seek to take what is yours.  Matt 7:15  "Beware of the false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 

C. Serpents on two legs who seek to kill your ministry.  Matt 10:16-18  "Behold, I send you out 
as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.  "But 
beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their synagogues; 
and you shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them 
and to the Gentiles. 

D. Legalism that spreads from others and to others.  Matt 16:6  And Jesus said to them, "Watch 
out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 

E. A lack of forgiveness that puts us under the control of someone else.  Luke 17:3-5   
 "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. "And if he 

sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive 
him."  And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 

F. People who are concerned only for themselves and have no conscience.  
 Luke 20:46-47  "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love 

respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues, and places of honor 
at banquets, who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake offer long prayers; these 
will receive greater condemnation." 

G. The worries of life that will weigh one down.  Luke 21:34-35  "Be on guard, that your hearts 
may not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day 
come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the 
earth. 

H. Spiritual myths that distract from the truth.  1 Tim 1:3-4  As I urged you upon my departure 
for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order that you may instruct certain men not to teach 
strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to 
mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith. 

I. Intoxicants that distort perception.  1 Tim 3:8-9  Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not 
double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, but holding to the mystery of 
the faith with a clear conscience. 

J. Deceitful spirits who lead away from the faith.  1 Tim 4:1  But the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of 
demons, 

8. The prophetic word is a lamp, therefore: 
A. It leads the way to the Light of the World.  John 5:33-37  "You have sent to John, and he has 

borne witness to the truth.  "But the witness which I receive is not from man, but I say these 
things that you may be saved.  "He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were 
willing to rejoice for a while in his light.   "But the witness which I have is greater than that of John; 
for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness 
of Me, that the Father has sent Me.  "And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. 
You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. 

B. It is a focal point to be shared with others.  Matt 5:14-15  "You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden.  "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but 
on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house. 

C. It is a fact so one must decide which master to serve.  Matt 6:20-24  "But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  "The lamp of the body 
is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  "But if your eye is 
bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness!  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

D. It is a reminder that one day all things will be clear.  Luke 8:15-17  "And the seed in the good 
soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, 
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and bear fruit with perseverance.  "Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a 
container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lampstand, in order that those who come in 
may see the light.  "For nothing is hidden that shall not become evident, nor anything secret that 
shall not be known and come to light. 

E. It is an encouragement to be ready to stand in front of the Lord. Luke 12:35-40   
 "Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight.  "And be like men who are waiting for their 

master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to 
him when he comes and knocks.  "Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the 
alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at 
the table, and will come up and wait on them.  "Whether he comes in the second watch, or even 
in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  "And be sure of this, that if the head of 
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to 
be broken into.  "You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not 
expect." 

F. It is a tool to find that which is lost. Luke 15:8-10  "Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and 
loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  
"And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, 
for I have found the coin which I had lost!'  "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

 
Not Taught from Speculation = 1:20 
 

C.T. 1:20 =  knowing this first of all, that all prophecy does not become such by one’s personal 
determination, 

 
But Revealed by the Holy Spirit = 1:21 
 
for no prophecy was ever made (Aor Ps Ind PHERW = has been carried; i.e. from heaven to earth) by an act 
of human will (by a desire of man), but men moved (Pres Ps Ptc PHERW = being carried) by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. 
 

C.T. 1:21 =  for no prophecy has been carried by a desire of man, but men being carried by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 
Summary: 
1. Prophecy does not become prophecy because one person has simply decided that it was 

prophetic. 
2. Neither does it become prophecy because a group sitting in legal session has determined it to be 

so.  Acts 19:38-39  "So then, if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a complaint against 
any man, the courts are in session and proconsuls are available; let them bring charges against one 
another.  "But if you want anything beyond this, it shall be settled (EPILUW) in the lawful assembly. 

3. It is legally determined by Jesus Christ Himself, having been carried to individuals by the Holy 
Spirit.  Mark 4:33-34  And with many such parables He was speaking the word to them as they were 
able to hear it; and He did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining (EPILUW)  
everything privately to His own disciples. 

4. The Lord, being fully connected with the Holy Spirit, can explain the deeper parts of Scripture.  
Luke 24:27  And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things 
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 

5. Interpretation must be based on what God has clearly revealed.  Matt 1:23  "Behold, the virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated means, 
"God with us." 

6. We can become “dull of hearing” and thus it becomes more difficult for us to understand any 
portion of the Word.  Heb 5:11-14  Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, 
since you have become dull of hearing.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need 
again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to 
need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 
senses trained to discern good and evil. 
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2 Peter 2:1-3 
The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers 

Their Rise to Prominence 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 

 
Their Message = 2:1 
 
But (in contrast to the legitimate prophets) false prophets (PSEUDOPROPH8T8S = 11x; word points to 
counterfeit, root points to liars) also (in addition to the real ones) arose (GINOMAI = came into existence) 
among the people, just as there will also be (FUTURE MID IND EIMI = a prophecy from Peter) false teachers 
(PSEUDODIDASKALOS = 1x; there are very clearly true and false teachers) among you (within the church), 
who will secretly introduce (FAI PAREISAGW = 1x; to come into beside) destructive heresies (AIRESIS = 9x + 
APWLEIA = 20x; destructive; not the loss of being but the loss of well-being), even denying (PRES MID 
PTC ARNEOMAI = 30x; to deny by disavowing a person; this does not mean to clearly deny but to deny 
covertly by deed, speech and thought) the Master (d.a. + DESPOT8S = 10x; the Master) who bought them 
(AOR PTC AGARADZW = to purchase; redeem), bringing swift destruction upon themselves (TACHINOS = 
imminent + APWLEIA = destruction). 
 

C.T. 2:1 = But false prophets also came into existence among the  people just as there will be 
false teachers among you who will  secretly introduce heresies of destruction, even denying the 
Master  who bought them, bringing imminent destruction upon themselves. 

 
Their Immorality = 2:2 
 
And many will follow (FAI EXAKOLOUTHEW = 3x; to follow as a disciple from the source of their Sin 
Nature) their sensuality (ASELGEIA = 10x; lasciviousness; not just normal sexual perversion but 
abnormal), and because of them the way of the truth (HODOS + AL8THEIA = the way of the truth; a straight 
and narrow path grounded in truth) will be maligned (FUT PAS IND BLASPHEMEW = will be blasphemed); 
 

C.T. 2:2 = And many will follow their lasciviousness and because of them the way of the truth will 
be blasphemed. 

 
Their Greed = 2:3 
 
and in their greed (PLEONEXIA = covetousness; greed) they will exploit you (FUT MID IND EMPOREUOMAI = 
2x; to travel for the purpose of business, traffic, make merchandise of, exploit) with false words (PLASTOS 
= 1x; formed, molded, fabricated + LOGOS = words; the word plassw always means divinely formed, so 
they will claim their words are directly from God); their judgment (KRIMA = resultant judgment, i.e. from 
their sins) from long ago (eternity past) is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep (OU + PRES ACT IND 
NUSTADZW = 2x; to nod off in sleep, not even lightly asleep). 
 

C.T. 2:3 =  and in their greed they will exploit you with fabricated words; their resultant judgment 
from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not even lightly asleep. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter prophesies that within the church false prophets and false teachers will arise. 
2. Their thoughts, speech and actions will covertly attack the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 
3. Their judgment is a loss of well-being, according to God’s timing. 
4. They have not slipped His notice. 
5. They will make many disciples who will follow them. 
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6. The false teachers will profess and live a life of immorality, claiming that it is even Christian or 
that morality is unimportant. 

7. They will take the principles of character found in 1:5-7 and either deny or twist them. 
8. The result of their lack of character will be a cause for people to speak lies about God. 
9. They will also be materialistic, exploiting people for illegitimate personal gain. 
10. Their words will be formulated so as to fit their agenda, all the while claiming their agenda is from 

God. 
11. Their temporary success is not to be interpreted as a blessing from God, nor as a failure of divine 

justice, but as a test for the righteous to persevere and wait on the Lord’s perfect timing. 
12. Descriptions of people who lie in the name of Christ: 

A. False brethren who counterfeit and distort Christianity via legalism.  2 Cor 11:26; Gal 2:4 
B. False apostles who claim the gift and want the office.  2 Cor 11:13 
C. False teachers who stray and distort the Word of God.  2 Pet 2:1; 1 Tim 4:2 
D. False witnesses who lie and/or distort the truth.  Matt 26:60 
E. False Christs who deny Christ’s deity and claim equality with Him.  Matt 24:24 
F. False prophets who prophesy apart from the Holy Spirit.  2 Pet 1:19-21 

13. These people often appear as angels of light.  2 Cor 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds. 

14. Their heresies run the gamut from the subtle to the blatant as they “hold to a form of godliness.”  
2 Tim 3:1-5 

15. This prophecy will culminate in the Antichrist.  2 Thes 2 
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2 Peter 2:4-9 
The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers 

Their Pending Judgment 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 

 
 
Angels were not Immune = 2:4 
 
For (offers explanation of historical precedent for their destruction) if (1st of 3 “if’s”; first one in two parts) 
God did not spare angels (OUK + PHEIDOMAI = 10x; to spare, forego the infliction of judgment; 2nd class 
condition, “and He didn’t”) when they sinned (in view is not their original sin, but a specific sin), but cast 
them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  
 

C.T. 2:4 = For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed 
them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  

  
Summary: 
1. Not all the fallen angels are presently confined.  Eph 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

2. So in view is the angelic side of the Genesis Flood.  Cf 2:5 
3. This is referring to the angelic infiltration of the human race that was designed to contaminate the 

“promised seed of the woman.”  Gen 6:1-4 
4. After the Flood the angels that were involved were confined to Tartarus.  Jude 1:6 
 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal 

bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day. 
5. This is their preview of the Lake of Fire.  Rev 20:14 
6. The analogy is that if a higher order of creature can be judged then so can a lower one. 
 
The Ante-Diluvian Civilization was not Immune = 2:5 
 
and did not spare the ancient world (ARCHAIOS = ancient, used to describe Satan in Rev 12:9; 20:2), but 
preserved (PHULASSW = to guard with the sense of protect and preserve) Noah, a preacher (K8RUX = 
herald) of righteousness, with seven others (lit:  “an eighth”), when He brought a flood upon the world of the 
ungodly (ASEB8S = those with no respect for God); 
 

C.T. 2:5 =  and did not spare the ancient world but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, an 
eighth, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly, 

 
Summary: 
1. This is the human side of the Flood. 
2. God’s patience gave grace to that civilization, but the opportunity to change will only last for a 

limited time.  1 Peter 3:18-21  18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that 
He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which 
also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once were disobedient, when 
the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  

3. When the Lord returns in judgment, it will similar to the “days of Noah.”  Matt 24:37-39  37 "For the 
coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  38 "For as in those days before the flood 
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they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  
39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. 

4. One of the primary qualities of ungodliness is abusing the grace of God.  Jude 1:4  For certain 
persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, 
ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

5. But thank God that Christ died for the ungodly.  Rom 5:6-8  For while we were still helpless, at the 
right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the 
good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
Sodom and Gomorrah were not Immune = 2:6 
 
and if (2nd  of 3) He condemned (AOR KATAKRINW = to judge according to a standard) the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah to destruction (KATASTROPH8 = 2x; 2 Tim 2:14; a turning down, overthrow, verb used when 
Jesus overturned the tables in the Temple) by reducing them to ashes (AOR PTC TEPHROW = 1x; to reduce 
to ashes as in a funeral pyre), having made them an example (HUPODEIGMA = a figure, copy, example in 
the sense of a pattern) to those who would live ungodly thereafter; 
 

C.T. 2:6 =  and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to overthrow by reducing them 
to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter, 

 
Summary: 
1. Sodom and Gomorrah were involved in all types of immorality.  Gen 18-19 
2. The overthrow of Sodom was often used to describe the certainty of God’s judgment on wanton 

sin.  It is referred to in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Amos, Zephaniah. 
3. Sodom and Gomorrah was literally turned upside down and burned. 
4. The lesson here is to learn from history so that the same things may not be done again. 
5. False Teachers wrangle over words which will “overthrow” the hearers.  2 Tim 2:14-16 
 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about 

words, which is useless and leads to the ruin (overthrow)  of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word 
of truth. 16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 

 
Physical Rescue is Available = 2:7 
 
and if (3rd) He rescued (AOR RHUW = 18x; to rescue from a specific catastrophe just before it occurs.  
Used in 1 Thes 1:10 of the Rapture) righteous Lot, oppressed (PRES PS PTC KATAPONEW = 2x; to wear 
down because of forced labor; Acts 7:24 of the Jews under Egyptian slavery; being worn down) by the 
sensual (lascivious) conduct of unprincipled men (ATHESMOS = 2x; cf 3:17; rare word, without a place, 
lawless, unprincipled) 
 

C.T. 2:7 =  and if He rescued righteous Lot, being worn down by the lascivious conduct of 
unprincipled men 

 
To the one who does not Accept their Message = 2:8 
 
(for by what he saw and heard (flagrant misconduct) that righteous man (a Believer whose righteousness 
was challenged), while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented (IPF BASANIDZW = 12x; torture, 
torment, use in Rev 20:10 for the torment of the Lake of Fire; undergoing a hell on earth) day after day with 
their lawless deeds), 
 

C.T. 2:8 =  (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while  living among them, felt his 
righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), 
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Spiritual Rescue for Some, Judgment for Others = 2:9 
 
then (the three “if’s” have a conclusion) the Lord knows how to rescue (RHUW) the godly from temptation 
(PEIRASMOS = same construction as Rev 3:10; from testing), and to keep (T8REW = under guard) the 
unrighteous (ADIKOS)  under punishment (PRES PS PTC KOLADZW = 2x; noun in Matt 25:46) for the day of 
judgment, 
 

C.T. 2:9 = then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment. 

 
Two Reasons for Judgment = 2:10a 
 
and especially those who indulge the flesh (lit:  journey after flesh) in its corrupt desires (lit: with a desire of 
contamination) and despise (PRES PTC KATAPHRONEW = think against, reject) authority (KURIOT8S = 4x; 
looks at any category of authority). 
 

C.T. 2:10a = and especially those who journey after flesh with a desire of contamination and 
despise authority. 

 
Summary: 
1. The three “if’s” show clear examples of sin, judgment and rescue. 
2. The world was destroyed in the Flood, while cities were destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. 
3. Yet individuals were delivered through all the great overthrows. 
4. What we see in the physical deliverances is an issue of righteousness. 
5. That same issue is necessary for spiritual deliverance. 
6. Since ungodliness is seen in abusing grace, godliness is seen in not abusing His grace. 
7. That means that the righteousness we are given at salvation becomes an integral part of a godly 

life. 
8. The word “rescue” (RHUO) means to rescue from a specific catastrophe just before it occurs, 

which means that we are in harm’s way.  (Example Noah and Lot) 
9. The Lord, The Deliverer, is in the rescue business.  Rom 11:25-27  For I do not want you, brethren, to 

be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has 
happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it 
is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob."  "And this is My 
covenant with them, when I take away their sins." 

10. He has already delivered us from the authority of darkness.  Col 1:13-14  For He delivered us from 
the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

11. He should get the credit for every deliverance.  2 Cor 1:8-10  For we do not want you to be unaware, 
brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our 
strength, so that we despaired even of life; indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in 
order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; who delivered us from so 
great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, 

12. To be rescued, one must first be in harm’s way which means we are active in the battle. 
A. Rescue from evil will be needed as we do combat.  Matt 6:9-13  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our 

Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  'Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven.  'Give us this day our daily bread.  'And forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors.  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]' 

B. Rescue from people who are disobedient to the Word may be needed as we seek to 
minister to them.  Rom 15:30-33  Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered 
from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove 
acceptable to the saints; so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing 
rest in your company.  Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 
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C. Rescue from evil people may also be needed.  2 Thes 3:1-2  Finally, brethren, pray for us that 
the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we 
may be delivered from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. 

D. Rescue from persecution for living the Christian life may be needed.  2 Tim 3:10-11 
 But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 

persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me! 

E. Rescue may even be needed from the lion’s mouth, but for certain rescue will be needed 
from every evil deed.  2 Tim 4:17-18  But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, in 
order that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles 
might hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.  The Lord will deliver me from every evil 
deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

13. The greatest physical rescue is yet to come, but nearing its time.  1 Thes 1:9-10 
 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to 

God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from 
the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

14. The righteous will be rescued, but the unrighteous are headed for judgment.  How will one 
escape? 



 43

2 Peter 2:10-16 
The Denouncment or Condemnation of False Teachers 

Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers 
 

Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 

 
Three Traits of False Teachers = 2:10b 
 
(1) Daring (TOLM8T8S = 1x; from tolmaw, to dare, not to shun through fear, describes those who “proceed 
after flesh”), (2) self-willed (ADTHAD8S = 2x; Titus 1:7; one who dominates by self-interest, inconsiderate, 
one who arrogantly asserts his own will), (3) they (the unrighteous who journey after flesh) do not tremble 
(OU + PAI TREMW = 3x; a mild trembling from fear) when they revile (Pres Act Ptc BLASPH8MEW = while 
blaspheming) angelic majesties (DOXA in plural = glories, exalted positions), 
 

C.T. 2:10b = Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble while blaspheming exalted positions, 
 
Summary: 
1. The first flaw of False Teachers is a false bravado that takes chances for personal gain. 

A. There is a good “bravado” that dares to proclaim the gospel in adverse circumstances.  
Phil 1:12-14  Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the 
greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well 
known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the 
brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the 
word of God without fear. 

B. But this “bravado” dares to “seek after flesh,” i.e. the things of the world, with wanton 
disregard for the things of God. 

2. The second flaw of False Teachers is a “self-will,” that seeks to dominate others by one’s own 
interests, arrogantly asserting one’s own will and not God’s. 
A. This person is inconsiderate of others thus violating the law of love.  Often times the 

person wants all the love, grace and mercy directed towards themselves while not 
showing it to others. 

B. Spiritual leaders who are “Self-willed” are no longer “above reproach” and are therefore 
not qualified to continue to hold that position.  Titus 1:7-9  For the overseer must be above 
reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not 
pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, 
self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may 
be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

3. The third flaw is that they do not fear any retribution for their actions, from any authority. 
 
The Comparison with Angels = 2:11 
 
whereas angels who are greater in might (ISCHOS = physical strength) and power (DUNAMIS = inherent 
power) do not bring (never carry) a reviling judgment (BLASPH8MOS + KRISIS = a blasphemous judgment) 
against them (the false teachers) before the Lord. 
 

C.T. 2:11 =  whereas angels who are greater in might and power never carry a blasphemous 
judgment against them before the Lord. 
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Summary: 
1. Elect angels do not try to take the law into their own hands, even though they have the strength 

and power to do so. 
2. They may be called upon by God to execute His judgments, but only in accordance with His 

instructions.  Revelation 
3. To issue their own judgment would be blasphemous, since they are not permitted to do so.  Jude 

1:7-10  Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these 
indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the 
punishment of eternal fire.  Yet in the same manner these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and 
reject authority, and revile angelic majesties.  But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil 
and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, 
"The Lord rebuke you."  But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things 
which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. 

4. These men have no problems pronouncing judgment on any creature.  Jude 1:8 
 
The Comparison with Animals = 2:12 
 
But these (the unrighteous who journey after flesh), like (HWS = sets up an analogy not an equation) 
unreasoning animals (ALOGOS = without reason, unreasoning), born as creatures of instinct (PHUSIKOS = 
3x; Rom 1:26,27; guided by mere natural instincts) to be captured and killed (lit: for capture and corruption; 
ALWSIS = 1x; capture without power to escape + PHTHOROS = corruption, brought to an inferior 
position), reviling (blaspheming) where they have no knowledge (PAI AGNOEW = are ignorant), will in the 
destruction of those creatures also be destroyed (Fut Ps Ind PHTHEIRW = be corrupted), 
 

C.T. 2:12 = But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct for capture and 
corruption, blaspheming where they are ignorant, will in their own corruption also be corrupted. 

 
Summary: 
1. These False Teachers have no valid reason behind their actions. 
2. Thus they act like animals guided only by their natural instincts, led on by the most prevalent 

stimulus. 
3. Not all natural instincts are bad, as they are given by God, but some people will even abandon the 

good ones.  Rom 1:26-27 
`For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural 
function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of 
the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 

4. They have been captured by the worldly system. 
5. These False Teachers who blaspheme God are really ignorant of Him. 

A. They have not really tasted His kindness.  Rom 2:4 
 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 

that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 
B. They have not really identified with His Son.  Rom 6:3-7  Or do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  Therefore we 
have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have 
become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of 
His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might 
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from 
sin. 

C. They have not really believed He will return.  1 Thes 4:13-18  But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who 
have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him 
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
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6. This corruption occurs when: 
A. We listen to the “old self.”  Eph 4:22  that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay 

aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 
B. We don’t hang on to the “simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  2 Cor 11:3  But I am 

afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

7. The corruption they sow will further corrupt them.  Gal 6:8  For the one who sows to his own flesh 
shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal 
life. 
A. Believers are supposed to have escaped this corruption.  2 Pet 1:4  For by these He has 

granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

B. This attack on the Body of Christ will not go unnoticed.  1 Cor 3:16-17 
 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any 

man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is 
what you are. 

C. It is a result of “bad company.”  1 Cor 15:33  Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts 
good morals." 

8. A communicator of God’s Word should not be guilty of corrupting anyone.  2 Cor 7:2 
 Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we took advantage of no 

one. 
 
Stains and Blemishes are Deceptive = 2:13 
 
suffering wrong (lit: receiving unrighteousness) as the wages (MISTHOS = as a wage/reward) of doing wrong 
(ADIKIA = unrighteousness).  (4) They (the unrighteous who journey after flesh) count (considering) it a 
pleasure (TRUPH8 = 2x; the luxury of a king’s palace; the luxury) to revel in the daytime (in that day; 
considering the luxury in that day as pleasure {H8DON8 = 5x}).  They (the unrighteous who journey after 
flesh) are stains (SPILOS = 2x; spots; Eph 5:27, the church is to not have any) and blemishes (MWMOS = 
looks primarily at genetic problems) (The result of what these four things constitute), reveling in their 
deceptions (series of Pres Ptc’s indicating a manner of life, not a rare mistake; Pres Ptc ENTRUPHAW = 
1x; cf Js 5:5; living luxuriously + APAT8 = 7x; deceit), as they carouse with you (Pres Ps Ptc 
SUNEUCHEOMAI = 2x; Jude 12; being entertained with you), 
 

C.T. 2:13 = receiving unrighteousness as a wage of unrighteousness considering the luxury in 
that day as pleasure.  Stains and blemishes are they, living luxuriously in their deceptions, being 
entertained with you, 

 
Summary: 
1. Part of their discipline will come from one another. 
2. These False Teachers are Hedonists, pleasure-seekers, who seek the luxury of their day, as a king 

would.  Luke 7:25  "But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 
are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces. 

3. The rich of the last days are known for their luxurious living at the expense of others.  James 5:1-6  
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  Your riches have 
rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust 
will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have 
stored up your treasure!  Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been 
withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; 
you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to death the righteous 
man; he does not resist you. 

4. Our salvation was designed to deliver us from Hedonistic activity.  Titus 3:3-7  For we also once 
were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life 
in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured 
out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
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5. But Hedonism can easily choke us so that no fruit is produced.  Luke 8:14  "And the seed which fell 
among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with 
worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 

6. Hedonism is often the source of quarrels and conflicts and will most certainly affect our prayers.  
James 4:1-3  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures 
that wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious 
and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

7. These False Teachers are entertained by those who listen and follow them.  Jude 1:12-13 
 These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast (are entertained) with 

you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees 
without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; 
wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever. 

8. “Stains” looks at problems that come from outside, thus participating in the things of the world, 
while “blemishes” look at the flaws from within, thus concerning character. 

9. Only Jesus lived a “spotless” life.  1 Pet 1:18-19  knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, 
as of a lamb unblemished (blameless) and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
A. He wants His Bride to become spotless.  Eph 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church 
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle (blemish) or any such thing; but that she should be 
holy and blameless. 

B. So, this becomes an issue of Christlike love.  1 Tim 6:13-14  I charge you in the presence of 
God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before 
Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

C. It comes to hate the things of the world that take others away from the Lord.  Jude 1:22-23  
And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on 
some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

D. It cares for the helpless of society.  James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight 
of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 

E. It requires desire and diligence to accomplish.  2 Pet 3:14  Therefore, beloved, since you look 
for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 

10. Only Jesus lived a “blameless” life.  Heb 9:13-14  For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of 
a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
A. We are called out by God to be blameless.  Eph 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 

B. Jesus reconciled us to God so that we might become blameless.  Col 1:21-22 
 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has 

now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and 
blameless and beyond reproach-- 

C. For this to occur, grumbling must disappear.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above 
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in 
the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory 
because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

D. This can be achieved.  Rev 14:4-5  These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, 
for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He 
goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.  And 
no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless. 
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11. A True Teacher wants all to stand in front of Him, blameless.  Jude 1:24-25 
 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory 

blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
Adulterous, Alluring, Greedy and Accursed = 2:14 
 
having eyes full of adultery (a mental attitude problem; MESTOS = a full measure + MOICHALIS = adultery is 
unfaithfulness to that which one should be faithful) and that never cease from sin (AKATAPAUSTOS = 
never rest according to a standard; cease), enticing unstable souls (Pres Ptc DELEADZW = to lure with bait, 
spiritually seduce + AST8RIKTOS = 2x; cf 3:16; without solid foundation, unstable), having a heart trained 
in greed (PF Ps Ptc GUMNADZW = 4x; to exercise naked, intensely train; notice shift here to the Perfect 
tense-this is the underlying problem + PLEONEXIA = covetousness), accursed children (KATARA + TEKNA 
= an offspring); 
 

C.T. 2:14 = having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, seducing unstable souls, 
having a heart trained in covetousness, accursed children, 

 
Summary: 
1. In addition to their luxurious life, gained by deception and viewing others as a source of 

entertainment, these people have other flaws. (luxury wrongly gained, consider themselves kings 
to be entertained) 

2. They have an adulterous attitude meaning that they are constantly unfaithful in their 
commitments.   
A. They would rather be friends with the world.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of quarrels and 

conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust 
and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

B. They have chosen to serve the wrong master.  Matt 6:22-24  "The lamp of the body is the 
eye; if therefore your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  "But if your eye is bad, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great 
is the darkness!  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

3. These people use worldly “bait” to spiritually seduce others. 
A. The lust patterns of the Sin Nature can produce its own “bait.”  James 1:13-14 
 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by 

evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust. 

B. These false teachers play on the lusts of the Sin Nature.  2 Pet 2:18  For speaking out 
arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape 
from the ones who live in error, 

C. They do so by distortion of the Scriptures, looking for souls who have no solid foundation.  
2 Pet 3:14-16  Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him 
in peace, spotless and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as 
also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his 
letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the 
untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

4. The center of their being has been trained in greed.  (luxury wrongly gained, consider themselves 
kings to be entertained, unfaithful, seductive, trained in greed) 
A. They are more interested in what they can get from you than what they can impart to you. 
B. They in fact have underwent training in how to do it. 
C. We instead are to train ourselves for the purpose of godliness.  1 Tim 4:7 
 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline 

yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
D. Training in godliness involves training in the discernment of good and evil.  Heb 5:12-14  

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you 
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the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for 
he is a babe.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained 
to discern good and evil. 

E. It will involve training by the Lord’s discipline.  Heb 12:10-12  For they disciplined us for a 
short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His 
holiness.  All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who 
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  Therefore, 
strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 

F. A greedy heart is never satisfied and thus will never know contentment.  Php 4:12 
5. When it speaks of “accursed children,” it means that they are subject to and will undergo 

judgment. (luxury wrongly gained, consider themselves kings to be entertained, unfaithful, 
seductive, trained in greed, due judgment) 

 A. If they are unbelievers they will meet the judgment of hell. Matt 25:41 
 B. If they are believers they will “wither away.”  Mark 11:21 
 
Lovers of Unrighteousness = 2:15 
 
forsaking the right way they have gone astray (Aor Ps Ind PLANAW = have been deceived), having followed 
(EXAKOULOUTHEW = as a disciple) the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved (Aor Act Ind AGAPAW) 
the wages of unrighteousness, 
 

C.T. 2:15 = forsaking the right way they have been deceived, having followed the way of Balaam, 
the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

 
They need Rebuke = 2:16 
 
but he received a rebuke for his own transgression (PARANOMIA = a law beside; not anomia, without law, he 
gave the impression of obedience); for a dumb donkey, speaking (Aor Mid Ptc PHTHEGGOMAI = 3x; cf 2:18; 
to speak articulately) with a voice of a man, restrained the madness (PARAPHRONIA = beside the mind) of 
the prophet. 
 

C.T. 2:16 = but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with 
the voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 

 
(luxury wrongly gained, consider themselves kings to be entertained, unfaithful, seductive, trained in 
greed, due judgment, lovers of unrighteousness) 
 
Summary: 
1. The problem is that they have chosen to follow a crooked path of life rather than a straight one, 

which was prophesied by Paul.  Acts 20:29-30  "I know that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

2. This began early in the Church.  Acts 13:8-10  But Elymas the magician (for thus his name is 
translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.  But Saul, who was 
also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and said, "You who are full of all 
deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make 
crooked the straight ways of the Lord? 

3. Since “crooked” means not living a life of faith, “straight” must mean to live life by faith.  Matt 
17:15-17  "Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic, and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire, 
and often into the water.  "And I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him."  And Jesus 
answered and said, "O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you? How long 
shall I put up with you? Bring him here to Me." 

4. Satan is the master deceiver, so he gets the credit for leading these false teachers astray.  Rev 
12:9  And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
A. We deceive ourselves through arrogance.  1 John 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we are 

deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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B. We can be deceived through false doctrine.  1 John 2:23-26  Whoever denies the Son does 
not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.  As for you, let that 
abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in 
you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.  And this is the promise which He Himself 
made to us: eternal life.  These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to 
deceive you. 

C. We are certainly deceived if we are constantly practicing sin.  1 John 3:7-8  Little children, 
let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 
the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of 
God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

5. The Lord came to straighten out the crooked.  Luke 3:3-6  And he came into all the district around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, 
make His paths straight.  'Every ravine shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 
and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough roads smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.'" 
A. We must want to be saved from a crooked generation.  Acts 2:40  And with many other 

words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse 
generation!" 

B. We can be “above reproach” in the midst of a crooked generation.  Phil 2:14-16 
 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and 

innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

6. Balaam is a man who sold out to evil.  Num 25 
7. He was eventually “cut off” at the hands of Israel.  Num 31:8 
8. Balaam’s problem was twofold: 

A. A love of money.  Jude 1:11  Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay 
they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 

B. Putting stumbling blocks before God’s people.  Rev 2:12-14  "And to the angel of the church 
in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  'I know where you 
dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in the 
days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  
'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality. 
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2 Peter 2:17-22 
The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers 

Characteristics of Believing False Teachers 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

 
Their Real Problems = 2:17 
 
These (the false teachers described in 2:10-16) are springs (P8G8 = a spring, fountain or well fed by a 
spring) without water (ANUDROS = 4x; waterless), and mists (HOMICHL8 = 1x; not thick like a cloud) driven 
(ELAUNW = 5x; to be propelled by an outside force, such as rowing a boat) by a storm (LAILAPS = 3x; an 
extremely violent storm like a hurricane, a whirlwind that revolves upward according to Aristotle, used of 
the storm on the Sea of Galilee which Jesus quieted), for whom the black darkness (HO DZOPHOS + HE 
SKOTOS = note two different words; first refers to total or absolute darkness, second is normal word for 
darkness) has been reserved (PF PS IND T8REW = to guard, reserve). 
 

C.T. 2:17 = These are springs without water and mists driven by a violent storm, for whom the 
total darkness of the darkness has been reserved. 
 

Summary: 
1. Many people come to False Teacher’s seeking refreshment or salvation but find none.  Jude 1:12-

13  These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, 
caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly 
dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom 
the black darkness has been reserved forever. 

2. Water refers to the Holy Spirit, so these teachers lack the Holy Spirit at work in their lives.  John 
7:37-39  Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If any man is 
thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water.'"  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him 
were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

3. These False Teachers are either Unbelievers who have not drank from Jesus’ well, or Believers 
who have “dried up.”  John 4:13-14  Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this 
water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

4. These False Teachers have failed at Faith.  Rev 21:6-7  And He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water 
of life without cost.  "He who overcomes (1 John 5) shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he 
will be My son. 

5. Demons can be the “driving” force in their lives.  Luke 8:28-30  And seeing Jesus, he cried out and 
fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, "What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg You, do not torment me."  For He had been commanding the unclean spirit to come out of the 
man. For it had seized him many times; and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under 
guard; and yet he would burst his fetters and be driven by the demon into the desert.  And Jesus asked 
him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 

6. The “Darkness.” 
A. It is analogous to Tartarus.  Jude 1:6  And angels who did not keep their own domain, but 

abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness (ZOPHOS) for the 
judgment of the great day. 
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B. At its root though is spiritual darkness.  Heb 12:18-29  For you have not come to a mountain 
that may be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness (ZOPHOS = no darkness when the 
Lord descended on Sinai) and gloom and whirlwind, and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound 
of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word should be 
spoken to them.  For they could not bear the command, "If even a beast touches the mountain, it 
will be stoned."  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I am full of fear and trembling."  
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the 
blood of Abel.  See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape 
when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away 
from Him who warns from heaven.  And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has 
promised, saying," Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven."  And this 
expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of 
created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, since 
we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to 
God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire. 

C. What is reserved for these False Teachers is the “blackout” of their souls. 
7. How the darkness resides: 

A. Failure to accept deliverance from it.  Col 1:13-14  For He delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

B. Serving two masters.  Matt 6:22-24  "The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is 
clear, your whole body will be full of light.  "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  "No one 
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

C. Loving evil deeds.  John 3:18-20  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

D. Failing to love one’s neighbor.  Rom 13:10-14  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love 
therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for 
you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  The night is 
almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 
sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

E. Participation in unfruitful deeds.  Eph 5:11-12  And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of 
darkness, but instead even expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which 
are done by them in secret. 

F. Failure to engage the battle.  Eph 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

G. Failure to change a lifestyle.  1 John 1:6-7  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth, but if we walk in the light as He Himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 

 
Their Mode of Operation =  2:18 
 
For speaking out arrogant words of vanity (Pres Mid Ptc PHTHEGGOMAI = speaking articulately as in V16; 
like Balaam’s donkey + HUPEROGKOS = 2x; Jude 16; adj. denoting excessive weight and size, high 
sounding words + MATIOT8S = 3x; of emptiness) they entice (DELEADZW = use bait, spiritually seduce) by 
fleshly desires (lusts of flesh), by sensuality (lasciviousness), those who barely escape (APOPHEUGW = 2 Pet 
1:4; 2:20; flee from) from the ones who live (ANASTREPHW = are turning upward, i.e. blaspheming) in error 
(deceit), 
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C.T. 2:18 = For speaking articulately high sounding words from emptiness (of soul) they seduce 
by lusts of flesh, by lasciviousness, those who barely escape from the ones who are turning 
upward in deceit, 

 
Summary: 
1. False teachers have a tendency to use smooth and flattering speech.  1 Cor 2:1 
 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to 

you the testimony of God.  Rom 16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause 
dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  For 
such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering 
speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

2. These people are articulate in what they say but the content and message lack the whole truth. 
3. They prey on new and immature Believers. 
4. They dogmatically assert that one can indulge in the lusts of the flesh and still have a good 

Christian witness. 
5. All of their lies are related to arrogance and thus their testimony is blasphemous. 
 
Their Message = 2:19 
 
promising them (the ones they seduce) freedom (ELEUTHERIA  = removal from forced slavery) while they 
themselves are slaves of (the) corruption; for by what a man is overcome (Pf Ps Ind H8TTAOMAI = 3x; to be 
made inferior), by this he is enslaved (Pf Ps Ind DOULOW = has been enslaved). 
 

C.T. 2:19 = promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of the corruption; for by 
what is man has been made inferior, by this he has been enslaved. 

 
Summary: 
1. “The” corruption looks at the flesh and the things of the world.  1 Cor 15:50  Now I say this, 

brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 

2. The False Teachers promise freedom to practice the deeds of the flesh and love the things of the 
world. 

3. The False Teachers are actually enslaved to things that bring them down rather than build them 
up. 

4. Christ set us free from slavery to the world.  Gal 5:1  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; 
therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

5. The Holy Spirit is the revealer of the use of this freedom.  2 Cor 3:15-18  But to this day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  
Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled 
face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory 
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

6. We must take a good look at the law of liberty so that we may comprehend what it means and live 
by it.  James 1:25  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not 
having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. 

7. We will be judged by the use of our liberty.  James 2:11-12  For He who said, "Do not commit 
adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law.  So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the 
law of liberty. 

8. Our freedom is not to be used as a covering for evil or as a license for fleshly pursuits.   
 1 Pet 2:16  Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves 

of God.  Gal 5:13-14 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in 
the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

9. God’s desire for His creation is that one day all will be set free because they have become His 
child.  Rom 8:19-21  For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 
God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 
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If Believers Relapse  =  2:20 
 
For if after they (the False Teachers) have escaped (Aor Ptc APOPHEUGW = to flee from) the defilements 
(MIASMA = 1x; miasmos in 2:10; contaminants) of the world by the knowledge (EPIGNWSIS = full 
knowledge) of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled (Aor Ps Ptc EMPLEKW = 2x; to 
weave in, hence become entangled) in them (the contaminants) and are overcome (Pres Mid Ind 
H8TTAOMAI = cf V19; are being inferior), the last state has become worse (PF GINOMAI = ongoing results) 
for them than the first. 
 

C.T. 2:20 = For if after they have escaped the contaminants of the world by the full knowledge of 
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are being inferior, the last 
state has become worse for them than the first. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter is describing Believers who have at one time escaped the flesh and worldly system, thus 

becoming somewhat mature, and then relapsing to their former self.  Eph 4:12-13 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith, and of the (full) knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 

2. God’s desire, once escape has been made, is to fully enjoy His divine nature.  2 Pet 1:4 
For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you 
might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

3. But these Believers have been seduced and become entangled again in the contaminants of this 
world, which is the desire of the False Teachers.   2 Pet 2:10  and especially those who journey after 
flesh with a desire of contamination and despise authority. 

4. Entanglement usually happens when one quits trying to please the Master.  2 Tim 2:3-4 
Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier in active service entangles himself 
in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 

5. One has become blind or short-sighted.  2 Pet 1:8-9 
6. The worse condition of the latter state is greater because the deception is greater.  (often doesn’t 

know there is a problem) 
 
The Relapse will lead to Loss = 2:21 
 
For it would be better for them not to have known (PF Inf EPIGINWSKW = fully known) the way of righteousness 
(the one Jesus followed), than having (fully) known it (the way of righteousness), to turn away 
(HUPOSTREPHW = to turn from) from the holy commandment delivered to them. 
 

C.T. 2:21 = For it would be better for them not to have fully known the way of righteousness, than 
having fully known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. 

 
Summary: 
1. The “Holy Commandment” refers to the Greatest Commandment. 
2. Righteousness in time is directly related to love for God and one another.   

John 14:15, 23-24 
3. To whom has been given much, much is required.  Luke 12:40-48  "You too, be ready; for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect."  And Peter said, "Lord, are You addressing this parable 
to us, or to everyone else as well?"  And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, 
whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time?  "Blessed 
is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.  "Truly I say to you, that he will put him in 
charge of all his possessions.  "But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master will be a long time in 
coming,' and begins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; the 
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour he does not know, 
and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the unbelievers.  "And that slave who knew his 
master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one 
who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone 
who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask 
all the more. 
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4. There will also be a loss of eternal rewards.  1 Cor 3:10-16; Rev 2-3 
 
The Evidence of the Relapse = 2:22 
 
It has happened (Perf Act Ind SUMBAINW = to befall or happen, note Perfect; lasting results) to them 
according to the true proverb, "A dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in 
the mire." 
 

C.T. 2:22 = It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own 
vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” 

 
Summary: 
1. The dog and sow represent the male and female who return to their former life. 
2. The dogs refer to unbelievers who attack the righteous.  Ps 22:16-20  For dogs have surrounded me; 

a band of evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones. 
They look, they stare at me; They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.  
But Thou, O LORD, be not far off; O Thou my help, hasten to my assistance.  Deliver my soul from the 
sword, My only life from the power of the dog. 

3. They also refer to those who are ceremonially impure.  Phil 3:2  Beware of the dogs, beware of the 
evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; 

4. These actions are clearly foolish.  Prov 26:1-12 
1 Like snow in summer and like rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool. 
2 Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, so a curse without cause does not alight. 
3 A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for the back of fools. 
4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you also be like him. 
5 Answer a fool as his folly deserves, lest he be wise in his own eyes. 
6 He cuts off his own feet, and drinks violence who sends a message by the hand of a fool. 
7 Like the legs which hang down from the lame, so is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 
8 Like one who binds a stone in a sling, so is he who gives honor to a fool. 
9 Like a thorn which falls into the hand of a drunkard, so is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 
10 Like an archer who wounds everyone, so is he who hires a fool or who hires those who pass by. 
11 Like a dog that returns to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly. 
12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 
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2 Peter 3:1-7 

The Design and Confidence for the Future 
Exposure of a False Teaching 

 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 

 
The Identity of this Letter = 3:1 
 
This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up (PAI DIEGEIRW = to arouse 
through, by means of an instrument, to keep awake) your sincere mind (EILIKRIN8S = 2x; unalloyed, pure, 
used of unmixed substances + DIANOIA = 13x; to think through) by way of reminder, 
 

C.T. 3:1 = This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am keeping awake 
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter again has no apologies for repetition that is designed to keep one spiritually awake. 
2. He is addressing those who have identified and sought to remove the contaminants offered by the 

false teachers. 
3. He is addressing those who are righteous and are seeking to abound in love.  Phil 1:9-11 
 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so 

that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of 
Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God. 

4. He is addressing those who are ready for action.  1 Pet 1:13 
 Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be 

brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Purpose of this Letter = 3:2 
 
that you should remember (Aor Pas Inf MIMN8SKW = to remember) the (RH8MA = spoken words) words 
spoken beforehand by the holy prophets (in contrast to the false ones of chapter 2) and the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles (they had more than one apostle). 
 

C.T. 3:2 = that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

 
Summary: 
1. We are to remember that important information, designed for our comfort, came from the 

prophets. 
2. We are also to remember that our life is to be guided by the greatest commandment.  Mark 12:29-

31  (unalloyed mind)  Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 
and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
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and with all your strength.'  "The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these." 

3. Events foretold in the Word of God are the only certain future events, no matter the message of 
the false prophets. 

4. Notice that the study of prophecy does not remove one from the  responsibility of fulfilling the 
Greatest Commandment. 

 
The Mockers to Come = 3:3 
 
Know this (Pres Ptc GINWSKW = knowing this, not a command but a prerequisite of identification of the 
last days) first of all, that in the last days (EPI = upon the last days, used to emphasize “during” as a time 
tag)  mockers (EMPAIKT8S = 2x; to play like a child, from verb empaidzw = 13x; only in Synoptics and 
used of the mocking of Jesus Christ) will come (Fut Mid Ind POREUOMAI = a prophecy) with their mocking 
(EMPAIGMON8 = 1x; only use anywhere, not just in Scripture, a mocking that is unique to that time 
frame), following after their own lusts (EPITHUMIA = anger upon, lusts), 
 

C.T. 3:3 =  Knowing this first of all, that during the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, 

 
Summary: 
1. This message is significant and relevant to the last generation of the Church Age. 
2. In the midst of the last days we must not forget the Greatest Commandment.  (context) 
3. The mockers will mock God’s Word (the prophets) and His laws. 
4. The mockers will take their mocking to a new level, having in effect become their own gods.  

(unique word, following own lusts) 
5. The mockers are like uneducated and untrained children looking out only for themselves.  Cf 2 

Tim 3:1-5 
 
The Mockers’ Message = 3:4 
 
and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? ((their question.  POU + PAI EIMI = construction found in 
questions that indicate a person or thing is gone and cannot be found, thus answering its own question 
with the answer of “it won’t happen”) (Their argument) For ever since the fathers fell asleep (Aor Pas Ind 
KOIMAW = used of physical death), all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." 
 

C.T. 3:4 = and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming?  For ever since the fathers fell asleep, 
all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 

 
Summary: 
1. At the heart of the mocker’s message is evolutionary theory. 
2. Although the theory is as old as Satan’s Fall, it has not permeated the populace as much as it has 

today.  (Clement of Rome, 90-100 A.D. wrote that this prophecy had not been fulfilled even under Nero; 
Roman Catholic church in the Dark Ages did not promote evolution.  Hinduism had not infiltrated 
Christianity until this last century) 

3. The attack is leveled on the return of Jesus Christ, who is the subject of all prophecy. 
 
The Flaw in their Message = 3:5 
 
For when they (the mockers) maintain this (Pres Act Ptc THELW = are desiring this; it is a presupposition 
based on their theory which they hold to in spite of the facts), it escapes their notice (Pres Act Ind 
LANTHANW = a word denoting willing ignorance) that by the word of God the heavens existed (IPF EIMI = 
kept on being) long ago and the earth was formed (PF PS PTC SUNIST8MI = to stand together, formed) out of 
(EK = out of denotes the material) water and by (DIA = denotes instrument) water, 
 

C.T. 3:5 = For when they are desiring this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens kept on being long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 
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Summary: 
1. The false teachers in view accept evolution in spite of the facts. 
2. In so doing they deny Divine creation and restoration, and hence the inspiration of the Bible. 

A. Original creation.  Gen 1:1 
B. Fall of Satan.  Isa 14:12-14; Eze 28 
C. Judgment on the earth.  Gen 1:2 cf Isa 48:15 
D. Restoration of the earth.  Gen 1:3-31 

3. At the Restoration of earth, after the Fall of Satan, water was a major factor on the first three days. 
A. Thawing of the ice pack.  Gen 1:2 
B. Establishment of the canopy.  Gen 1:6-8 
C. Separation of land and water.  Gen 1:9-10 

4. Note that Restoration was needed because of a prior judgment, which Satan denies. 
5. Willing ignorance will cause one to miss many great events in their life.  Heb 13:2 
 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without 

knowing it. 
 
The Historical Flood of Water = 3:6 
 
through which (water) the world at that time was destroyed (Aor Mid Ind APOLLUMI = loss of well-being, not 
existence), being flooded with water (Aor Pas Ptc KATAKLUDZW = 1x; kataklusmos = 4x; to be flooded with 
water). 
 

C.T. 3:6 =  through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 
 
Summary: 
1. The environment before the Flood was totally changed and ruined. 
2. This is a direct statement that contradicts the Uniformitarian/evolutionary viewpoint. 
3. Darwinism assumes: 

A. Geological uniformitarianism. 
B. Survival of the fittest. 
C. Environmental determinism. 
D. Natural selection. 
E. Comparative embryology. 
F. Missing links. 
G. Biological mechanism. 

 
The Coming Flood of Fire = 3:7 
 
But (DE = expansion of “escapes their notice”) the present (NUN = the “now”, i.e. since the Flood) heavens 
and earth by His word (the same One that formed them) are being reserved for fire (Pres Pas Ptc T8REW = 
guarded, reserved, i.e. awaiting a specific time), kept (Perf Pas Ptc TH8SAURIDZW = 8x; to lay up or store 
up, usually treasures; what could have been) for the day of judgment and destruction (APWLEIA = ruination) 
of ungodly men. 
 

C.T. 3:7 =  But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the 
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

 
Summary: 
1. Ungodly people, those who reject God’s Word, since they have rejected God’s judgment in 

history, would also reject His judgment in the future. 
2. The Noahic Covenant excludes another worldwide judgment by water. 
3. The next massive judgments will be by fire as foretold by many different Old Testament prophets.  

Isa 66:15-16; Dan 7:9; Joel 2:30; Hab 2:13; Zeph 1:18; Mal 4:1ff 
4. This fire will be kindled because of the righteousness of God and executed by the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Ps 2:12; Matt 3:11; Luke 12:49 
5. The “Day of the Lord” includes the time frame from the Rapture to the Great White Throne, being 

at least 1,007 years. 
6. A “day of judgment” indicates that fire will be used to ruin these men at different times and place. 
7. The “Fire Judgments”: 
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A. The Judgment Seat of Christ.  1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:10 
B. Religious Babylon.  Rev 17:16 
C. Political Babylon.  Rev 18:9 
D. King of the North.  Eze 38:19,22; 39:6 
E. The Antichrist and False Prophet.  Rev 19:20 
F. Rebels of Gog/Magog.  Rev 20:9 
G. The universe.  Rev 20:11; 2 Pet 3:10,12 
H. Satan, angels and unbelievers.  Rev 20:10,14,15; 21:8 

8. Markers of the “last days.”  Matt 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 
A. Men will be lovers of self.  2 Tim 3:1-7  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will 

come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as 
these.  For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women 
weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

B. Men will accumulate wrongful treasures.  James 5:1-6  Come now, you rich, weep and howl 
for your miseries which are coming upon you.  Your riches have rotted and your garments have 
become moth-eaten.  Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness 
against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 
treasure!  Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld 
by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton 
pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to 
death the righteous man; he does not resist you. 

9. How to handle the mockers. 
A. Realize that the Lord Himself has already been mocked and was not swayed from His love 

nor plan.  Matt 20:18-19  "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be 
delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and will deliver 
Him to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised 
up." 

B. Realize that the great Believers of history have also experienced mocking.  Heb 11:35-40  
Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their 
release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced mockings 
and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not worthy), 
wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.  And all these, having 
gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had 
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

C. Jude 1:17-23  But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be 
mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."  (identity) These are the ones who cause 
divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  But you, beloved, (1st condition) building 
yourselves up on your most holy faith; (2nd condition) praying in the Holy Spirit; (1st command) 
keep yourselves in the love of God, (attitude) waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to eternal life.  (Application 1) And have mercy on some, who are doubting; (Application 
2) save others, snatching them out of the fire; (Application 3) and on some have mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 
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2 Peter 3:8-10 
The Design and Confidence for the Future 

The Truth about that Teaching 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 
2.  The Truth about that Teaching  3:8-10 

 
The Lord’s Time = 3:8 
 
But (DE = contrast with V5; escapes the notice of the false teachers) do not let this one fact escape your 
notice (M8 + 3S Pres Imp LANTHANW = don’t be consciously ignorant of), beloved (command given from 
within a relationship), that with (PARA = beside hence “with”) the Lord one day (numeral is expressed not 
implied by the construction, so emphasis is placed on “1”) is as (HWS = analogy, not equation) a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day (word order reversed from above, lit: day one). 
 

C.T. 3:8 = But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as 
a thousand years and a thousand years as day one. 

 
Summary: 
1. We are not to miss or ignore some facts like the false teachers do.  Cf 3:5-6 
2. The Lord is indeed eternal, not being bound by time.  Ps 90:1-4  (Psalm of Moses) 
1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born, or You did give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 

everlasting, You are God. 
3 You do turn man back into dust, and do say, "Return, O children of men." 
4 For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it passes by, or as a watch in the night. 
3. This verse is not designed to open the door to evolution, having just shut it in the previous 

verses. 
4. There are frequent markers of time in Scripture measured in sevens. 
 A. Seven, 24 hour days is one week.  Gen 1:3-2:3 

B. A week of weeks after the Feast of First Fruits and then Pentecost.  Lev 23:9-16 
C. A week of months in the seven month cycle of the Feasts of Israel.  Lev 23:1-44 
D. A week of years, with the seventh year a Sabbatical Year.  Ex 21:2; Lev 25:1-7 
E. A week of weeks of years and then the Jubilee Year.  Lev 25:8-17 
F. Seventy weeks of years.  Dan 9:24-27 
G. A week of Millennia?  2 Peter 3:8 

5. If one accepts the Biblical chronology: 
 A. There was 1656 years from Adam to the Flood. 

B. There was then 292 years until the birth of Abraham, totaling 1948 years from Adam to 
Abraham. 

C. Abraham was born about 1950 B.C., thus from Abraham until the birth of Christ was about 
1948 years. 

D. From the birth of Christ until Israel came back into the land was about 1950 years. 
6. There is yet to be the Millennium, which is 1,000 years.  If we add all of those up we have 

approximately 7,000 years. 
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7. Viewing a day as a thousand years and vice versa clears up some difficult prophetic passages.  
Hosea 6:1-2 

 "Come, let us return to the LORD. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has wounded us, but He will 
bandage us.  "He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day That we may live 
before Him. 

------Are we in the night of the 6th day? 
 
The Lord’s Patience = 3:9 
 
The Lord is not slow (OU + Pres Act Ind BRADUNW = 2x; the word means to “tarry”, hence He is not 
tarrying) about His promise (lit: concerning the promise, i.e. the one of V4, His “coming”), as some count 
slowness (Pres Mid Ind H8GEOMAI = consider, cf 2:13 + BRADUT8S = 1x; looks at the process of tarrying 
which some consider slow)), but (ALLA = strong contrast to “tarrying”) is patient toward you (Pres Act Ind 
MAKROTHUMIA = long-burning; patient), not wishing (Pres Mid Ptc BOULOMAI = emphasized the 
deliberate exercise of volition, stronger word than THELW which means “desire;” this word means “will”.  
God did not “will” anyone to the Lake of Fire) for any to perish (Aor Mid Inf APOLLUMI = to ruin 
themselves, middle voice indicates volition on their part) but (ALLA = strong contrast) for all (PAS = looks 
at the parts that make up the whole, individually) to come to repentance (Aor Act Inf CHWREW = 9x; to 
make room for + METANOIA = a change of mind, repentance). 
 

C.T. 3:9 = The Lord is not tarrying concerning the promise as some consider slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not willing for anyone to ruin themselves, but for all to come to repentance. 

 
Summary: 
1. Just because some time has elapsed since the First Advent does not mean that the Lord is slow 

about His return. 
2. There are some necessary delays before His return. 
3. The “you” in this verse refers to the Church. 
4. The Lord does not want anyone to ruin theirselves so He is patient so that we may repent. 
5. Delays in the timing of events are for us to make the necessary changes and grow.  1 Tim 3:14-15  

I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I am delayed, I write so 
that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 

5. The Lord expects us to display the same patience to others that He does to us.  Matt 18:23-35 
A. Patience is a primary manifestation of love.  1 Cor 13:4-7  Love is patient, love is kind, and is 

not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek 
its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 

B. Patience is to be displayed to all mankind.  1 Thes 5:14-15  And we urge you, brethren, 
admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.  See 
that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one 
another and for all men. 

C. Patience is necessary to obtain the promises.  Heb 6:13-15  For when God made the promise 
to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, "I will surely 
bless you, and I will surely multiply you."  And thus, having patiently waited, he obtained the 
promise. 

D. Patience is necessary until the Lord returns.  James 5:7-8  Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being 
patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

7. It is not God’s deliberate exercise of His will that any ruin themselves.  1 Tim 2:3-4 
A. He wills to give us a spiritual gift.  1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these 

things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 
B. He wills to show His faithfulness.  Heb 6:17-20  In the same way God, desiring even more to 

show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 
in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have 
strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  This 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters 
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within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

C. He wills that we be saved when we accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  James 1:18 
 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it 

were, the first fruits among His creatures. 
8. We get ruined by: 

A. Rejecting the Gospel. 2 Cor 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they 
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

B. Rejecting the cross.  1 Cor 1:18-19  For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing 
foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, "I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside." 

C. Denying the resurrection.  1 Cor 15:16-18  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

D. Abusing our liberty at the expense of our brother.  Rom 14:15-16  For if because of food your 
brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for 
whom Christ died.  Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 

E. Pursuing riches.  James 1:11  For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; 
and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the 
midst of his pursuits will fade away. 

9. The Lord desires that we make the necessary changes. 
 
The Lord’s Day = 3:10 
 
But the day of the Lord will come (Fut Act Ind H8KW = 26x; a contrast to erchomai which stresses the act of 
travel, this one stresses the arrival; this is pure prophecy) like (HWS = analogy not equation) a thief 
(KLEPT8S = thief, unexpected, sudden), in which (a specific point of time within the “day of the Lord”) the 
heavens will pass away (Fut Mid Ind PARERCHOMAI = go beside of, pass away) with a roar (adv. 
RHOIDZ8DON = 1x; used outside the NT for the whistling of an arrow, a rush of wings, the hissing of a 
snake, or of a fierce flame; translate: a rushing sound) and the elements (STOICHEIAN = 7x; the thing from 
which others in a series go from, primary element, the basic elements of the Periodic Table-so much for 
matter being eternal) will be destroyed (Fut Pas Ind LUW = loosed, dissolved; passive indicates done by an 
outside source that is not made of elements, nor subject to them, or the source would have also been 
destroyed) with intense heat (Pres Mid Ptc KAUSOMAI = 2x; outside the NT it is used of a fever that burns 
from within, goes with “elements”; corrected word order:  and the elements, burning intensely, will be 
dissolved), and the earth (G8 = ground, dirt) and its works (lit: the works in it; human achievements) will be 
burned up (Fut Pas Ind KATAKAIW = 11x; used in Rev 17:16; 18:8; totally burned up, nuclear). 
 

C.T. 3:10 =  But the day of the Lord will arrive like a thief in which the heavens will pass away with 
a rushing sound and the elements, burning intensely, will be dissolved and the earth and the 
works in it will be totally burned up. 

 
Summary: 
1. The “day of the Lord” refers to the time from the Rapture on through eternity. 
2. It will arrive like a thief to some, unexpected and sudden although not unplanned. 

A. Thieves come to steal your treasures so we are to protect the ones that matter.  Matt 6:19-
21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.  "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also. 

B. Thieves accomplish their task when we are unprotected.  Matt 24:42-46  "Therefore be on 
the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.  "But be sure of this, that if the head 
of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on 
the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into.  "For this reason you be ready 
too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.  "Who then is the 
faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food 
at the proper time?  "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 
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C. Many people will be spiritually intoxicated when the Lord comes at the Rapture.  1 Thes 
5:1-6  Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written 
to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the 
night.  While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly 
like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of 
day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert 
and sober. 

D. Many will be spiritually intoxicated when the Lord comes at the Second Advent.  Rev 16:15  
("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his garments, 
lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.") 

3. The heavens and earth will pass away shortly after the Millennium and just before the Great White 
Throne.  Rev 20:11-15  (One of the Lord’s final acts will show that matter is not eternal, just before the 
final judgment) 
A. Not one word of the Law would pass away until all had been fulfilled.  Matt 5:18 
 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall 

pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. 
B. Not one of the Lord’s words would pass away.  Matt 24:34-36  "Truly I say to you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  "Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but My words shall not pass away.  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 

C. Even though their fulfillment was costly.  Matt 26:42  He went away again a second time and 
prayed, saying, "My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will be done." 

D. Our new creation caused the old things to pass away.  2 Cor 5:17  Therefore if any man is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

E. So there is no need to get involved in them any more.  1 Pet 4:3  For the time already past is 
sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of 
sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 

4. If the elements themselves will one day pass, why would we hang on to the elementary principles 
of the world rather than Christ?  Col 2:8-9  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ.  For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 
A. We constantly try to return to the elementary principles of the world.  Col 2:20-23 

If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in 
the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!" (which all refer to things destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men?  These are matters which have, to be sure, the 
appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the 
body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

B. Rather than hanging on to the elementary principles of the oracles of God.  Heb 5:12  For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the 
elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

5. Based on the timing of the destruction of the heavens and earth, all the great accomplishments of 
the Millennium will be destroyed too. 

6. The Lord is in the business of dissolving things: 
A. He broke down the barrier that separated us from God.  Eph 2:14-15  For He Himself is our 

peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by 
abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, 
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 

B. He released us from our sins.  Rev 1:4-6  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to 
you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, 
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His 
blood, and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory 
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

C. He came to destroy the works of the devil.  1 John 3:7-8  Little children, let no one deceive 
you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who 
practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 



 63

2 Peter 3:11-13 
The Design and Confidence for the Future 

Application of That Truth 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 
2.  The Truth about that Teaching  3:8-10 
3.  Application of that Truth  3:11-13 

 
Faith for Today = 3:11 
 
Since all these things (elements, earth, works on it) are to be destroyed (LUW = dissolved) in this way 
(intense and total burning), what sort of people (POTAPOS = 6x; of what country then of what sort, 
denoting quality; aren’t we of a heavenly country??) ought you (DEI = is it obligated to you) to be (Pres Inf 
HUPARCHW = to begin to be) in holy conduct (HAGIOS + ANASTROPH8 = holy behavior) and godliness 
(EUSEBEIA = godliness), 
 

C.T. 3:11 = Since all these things are going to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people is it 
obligated to you to begin to be in holy behavior and godliness? 

 
Summary: 
1. The point is that if all is going to pass away under the mighty hand of God, then shouldn’t we want 

to please Him? 
2. To know what sort of people we should be: 

A. We need to look at the Lord’s power.  Matt 8:27  And the men marveled, saying, "What kind 
of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?" 

B. And look at the Father’s love.  1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world 
does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has 
not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure. 

3. Every day we are to advance in the areas that are important to our Lord.  2 Pet 1:8 
 For if these qualities (begin to be) are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 

unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4. There are clearly stated responsibilities in the Christian life. 

A. Rely on the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:26-27  And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit 
is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

B. Walk by faith.  Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

C. Seek to remove arrogance.  Rom 12:3  For through the grace given to me I say to every man 
among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have 
sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

D. Keep learning about God.  1 Cor 8:1-3  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that 
we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  If anyone supposes that he 
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knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; but if anyone loves God, he is 
known by Him. 

E. Be bold in the spread of the Gospel.  Eph 6:19-20  and pray on my behalf, that utterance may 
be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak. 

F. Seek to excel in the Christian walk.  1 Thes 4:1  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort 
you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and 
please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more. 

G. Be not quarrelsome.  2 Tim 2:24-26  And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but 
be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in 
opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and 
they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive 
by him to do his will. 

5. The Lord has accepted His responsibilities.  1 Cor 15:23-25  But each in his own order: Christ the first 
fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the 
kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  For He 
must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 

6. Our “behavior” as Christians is important. 
A. We are to lay aside the behavior of unbelievers.  Eph 4:22-24  that, in reference to your 

former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the 
lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which 
in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

B. We are to be examples of Christ to other Believers.  1 Tim 4:12  Let no one look down on 
your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an 
example of those who believe. 

C. Christian leaders are to set the example.  Heb 13:7  Remember those who led you, who spoke 
the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

D. True wisdom is shown in wise behavior.  James 3:13  Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 

7. Peter has given a lot of attention to behavior. 
A. It is to become holy.  1 Pet 1:14-16  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 

lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

B. It is to walk in the light of redemption.  1 Pet 1:18  knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

C. It is to display virtue toward unbelievers.  1 Pet 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among 
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of 
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

D. Wives are to let God work through honorable behavior.  1 Pet 3:1-2  In the same way, you 
wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the 
word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your 
chaste and respectful behavior. 

E. It is to be guided by a good conscience.  1 Pet 3:16  and keep a good conscience so that in 
the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame. 

F. Sensual behavior is a mark of those who lack character.  2 Pet 2:7  and if He rescued 
righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 

8. Let us function in godliness: 
A. We have been given all we need.  2 Pet 1:2-7  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us 
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by 
His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in 
your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 
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B. Godliness is found in and thus defined by Jesus Himself.  1 Tim 3:16  And by common 
confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated 
in the Spirit, beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up 
in glory. 

C. Therefore we must pay attention to His words.  1 Tim 6:3  If anyone advocates a different 
doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the 
doctrine conforming to godliness, 

D. Godliness requires our cooperation with the Lord.  1 Tim 4:7-8  But have nothing to do with 
worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of 
godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, 
since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 

E. There are many counterfeits.  2 Tim 3:5  holding to a form of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

 
Hope for Tomorrow = 3:12 
 
looking for (Pres Ptc PROSDOKAW = 16x; to think in front of your face, to await, expect; Luke 1:21 when 
Zacharias went into the Temple and they were looking for him to exit, one of the strongest words of the 
“hope” group; eagerly expecting) and hastening (Pres Ptc SPEUDW = 6x; “hasten” is used when there is 
no object; here there is an object-“the coming”; earnestly desiring) the coming (PAROUSIA = the royal 
arrival; the “being alongside”) of the day of God (used for the eternal state), on account of which (the day of 
God) the heavens will be destroyed (dissolved) by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat (Pres 
Mid Ptc KAUSOMAI + Pres Pas Ind T8KW = 1x; burning up totally are going to be melted down)! 
 

C.T. 3:12 = eagerly expecting and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, on account of 
which the heavens will be dissolved by burning, and the elements burning up totally are going to 
be melted down. 

 
Summary: 
1. The Christian expects and desires eternity with God. 
2. The Christian does not fear the end of the world, but instead embraces it, knowing that what is 

new is the ultimate in God’s design for His creation.  Heb 11:13-16  All these died in faith, without 
receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having 
confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For those who say such things make it clear 
that they are seeking a country of their own.  And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from 
which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, 
that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city 
for them. 

3. Without the truth that God is behind the “end of the world,” mankind will only be able have fear, 
knowing that they cannot save themselves.  Luke 21:25-28  "And there will be signs in sun and moon 
and stars, and upon the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the 
waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.  "And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.  "But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near." 

 
His Promise for Eternity = 3:13 
 
But (DE = contrast to the false teachers who deny inspiration and promote evolution) according to His 
(God’s) promise, we are looking for (PAI PROSDOKAW = eagerly expecting) new heavens and a new earth 
(KAINOS = in respect to quality not just time) in which righteousness dwells (DIKAIOSUN8 + PAI KATOIKEW 
= to dwell according to a standard) 
 

C.T. 3:13 = But according to His promise we are eagerly expecting new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 

 
Summary: 
1. The Lord has promised a new heavens and earth.  Ps 102:25-27  "Of old Thou didst found the earth; 

and the heavens are the work of Thy hands.  "Even they will perish, but Thou dost endure; and all of them 
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will wear out like a garment; like clothing Thou wilt change them, and they will be changed.  "But Thou art 
the same, and Thy years will not come to an end.  Isa 51:4-8  "Pay attention to me, O My people; and 
give ear to me, O My nation; for a law will go forth from me, and I will set My justice for a light of the 
peoples.  "My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, and My arms will judge the peoples; the 
coastlands will wait for me, and for My arm they will wait expectantly.  "Lift up your eyes to the sky, then 
look to the earth beneath; for the sky will vanish like smoke, and the earth will wear out like a garment, 
and its inhabitants will die in like manner, but My salvation shall be forever, and My righteousness shall 
not wane.  "Listen to me, you who know righteousness, a people in whose heart is My law; do not fear the 
reproach of man, neither be dismayed at their revilings.  "For the moth will eat them like a garment, and 
the grub will eat them like wool. But My righteousness shall be forever, and My salvation to all 
generations."  Isa 65:16-18  "Because he who is blessed in the earth shall be blessed by the God of truth; 
and he who swears in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are 
forgotten, and because they are hidden from My sight!  "For behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth; and the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.  "But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing, and her people for gladness.  Isa 66:22-23  
"For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," declares the 
LORD, "So your offspring and your name will endure.  "And it shall be from new moon to new moon And 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, all mankind will come to bow down before me," says the LORD.  Matt 24:34-35  
"Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  "Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.  Heb 1:10-12 And, "Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst 
lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Thy hands; They will perish, but Thou 
remainest; and they all will become old as a garment, And as a mantle Thou wilt roll them up; as a 
garment they will also be changed. But Thou art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end. "  Rev 
20:11  And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven 
fled away, and no place was found for them.  Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 

2. It is not just new in respect to “time” but new in respect to quality in that in it righteousness 
dwells. 

3. Our Justification comes to full fruition in our new bodies in our new homes, where we will no 
longer be able to sin while still having the ability to choose.  Rev 21:3-4; 22:3 (“servants” are 
DOULOS who do so because they choose to) 
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2 Peter 3:14-18 
The Design and Confidence for the Future 

Exhortations to Spiritual Growth 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 
2.  The Truth about that Teaching  3:8-10 
3.  Application of that Truth  3:11-13 
4.  Exhortations to Spiritual Growth  3:14-18 

 
The Principle = 3:14 
 
Therefore (DIO = major conclusion), beloved (AGAP8TOS = those in a love relationship), since you look for 
these things (Pres Ptc PROSDOKAW = are eagerly expecting + “these things” = false teachers, conditions 
of the last days, Day of the Lord, New H & E, Day of God), be diligent (Aor Act Imp SPOUDADZW = give it 
your best shot) to be found (Aor Pas Inf EURISKW = at a specific point in time, when He returns) by Him in 
peace (EIR8N8 = without hostility, i.e. of soul), spotless (ASPILOS = cf 1 Peter 1:19 of Jesus Christ, without 
personal sin) and blameless (AMWM8TOS = refers to a ceremonial purity; so ceremonial impurity), 
 

C.T. 3:14 = Therefore, beloved, since you are eagerly expecting these things, be diligent to be 
found by Him in peace, unstained and without ceremonial impurity. 

 
Summary: 
1. To properly prepare for eternity with God requires diligence: 

A. To become a loving individual.  2 Pet 1:5-7  Now for this very reason also, applying all 
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in 
your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 

B. To grow in that love.  2 Pet 1:10-11  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 
certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will 
never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

C. To tell others of it.  2 Pet 1:15-16  And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure 
you may be able to call these things to mind.  For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when 
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

2. Three things we should want present in our lives when the Lord returns: 
A. Peace that begins with salvation.  Rom 5:1  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
1). And extends to others.  Rom 12:18  If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at 

peace with all men. 
2). Being pursued.  Rom 14:19  So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and 

the building up of one another. 
B. No stains of ongoing sin since we have been bought by an unstained Lamb.  1 Pet 1:18-19  

knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way 
of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ. 
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1). The stains are issues of love.  1 Tim 6:13-14  I charge you in the presence of God, 
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before 
Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2). And are promoted by the world.  James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled religion in the 
sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world. 

C. No ceremonial impurity meaning referring to ritualistic Christians just going through the 
motions. 
1). This means that grumbling gets removed from our life so that we may be His lights 

in the world.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may 
prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory 
because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

2). And that we increase in love.  1 Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself 
and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and 
abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He 
may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

 
The Second Witness = 3:15 
 
and regard (Pres Mid Imp H8GEOMAI = keep on considering) the patience (MAKROTHUMIA = patience 
toward people) of our Lord to be salvation (Acc. SWT8RIA = deliverance/salvation; actually says: keep on 
considering the patient deliverance of our Lord); just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the 
wisdom given him, wrote to you, 
 

C.T. 3:15 = and keep on considering the patient salvation of our Lord; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

 
The Attack on the Principle = 3:16 
 
as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand 
(DUSNO8TOS = 1x; dus is a prefix denoting mis- or un- + noetos meaning mental perception; hard to 
understand is good translation), which the untaught (AMATH8S = from manthanw; to learn as a disciple) 
and unstable (AST8RIKTOS = 2x; cf 2:14; lacking a solid foundation) distort (Pres Act Ind STREBLOW = 1x; 
to twist or torture; from a word that denoted an instrument of torture, known as “the rack”; they twist 
Scripture and torture others with it; graphic word), as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own 
destruction (ruination). 
 

C.T. 3:16 = as also in all his letters, speaking in them these things, in which are some things hard 
to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, 
to their own ruination. 

 
Summary: 
1. The first command is “to be diligent.” 
2. The second command is to “consider the patient salvation of our Lord.” 
3. Paul, the brother, wrote also of this in Romans.  Rom 2:4 
 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 

kindness (word that includes forbearance and patience) of God leads you to repentance? 
4. Peter says that some of the things in Paul’s writings are difficult to understand, but they are 

understandable. 
5. Those who choose not to learn as a disciple or do not have a solid foundation twist them and 

torture others with their interpretations. 
6. But of course they twist and torture others with other parts of Scripture as well. 
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The Attackers Of The Principle = 3:17 
 
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand (i.e. the prophecies mentioned in this book), (3rd 
Command) be on your guard (Pres Pas Imp PHULASSW = guard, watch, keep; where tereo emphasizes the 
value of what is guarded, phulassw emphasizes the captivity of it) lest, being carried away (Aor Pas Ptc 
SUNAPAGW = 3x; to go from along with; having been carried away, happens before the “fall”) by the error 
of unprincipled men (PLAN8 = error brought about by bait + ATHESMOS = cf 2:7; without a place, lawless, 
unprincipled), you fall (Aor Act Subj EKPIPTW = you may fall) from your own steadfastness (ST8RIGMOS = 
1x; having a firm foundation; firmly fixed in position; they are firmly established (st8ridzw) in the coming 
truth {1:12}, therefore translate “firmness”), 
 

C.T. 3:17 =  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, keep being on guard, lest having 
been carried away by the deceit of unprincipled men you may fall from your own firmness. 

 
1. The first command is “to be diligent.” 
2. The second command is to “consider the patient salvation of our Lord.” 
3. The third command is to “be on guard.” 
4. It is needed as a protection from unprincipled men who mercilessly attack the flock.  
5. God is the One who guards His children.  2 Pet 2:4-5  For if God did not spare angels when they 

sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; and did not 
spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He 
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

6. We are challenged to guard what He entrusts us with.  1 Tim 6:20-21  O Timothy, guard what has 
been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely 
called "knowledge"--which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 

7. We must guard ourselves from idolatry.  1 John 5:21  Little children, guard yourselves from idols.  
8. And constantly be in prayer for protection from stumbling.  Jude 1:24-25  Now to Him who is able to 

keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to 
the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before 
all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Solution To The Attack = 3:18 
 
but (4th) grow (Pres Act Imp AUXANW = keep on growing) in the (no d.a. = emphasizes quality) grace and 
knowledge (GNWSIS = intellectual comprehension) of our Lord and (even) Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 

C.T. 3:18 = but keep on growing in grace and knowledge of our Lord even Savior Jesus Christ.  To 
Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen. 

 
Summary: 
1. Be diligent to be ready for His return. 
2. Consider our salvation. 
3. Be on guard. 
4. Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
5. Notice that we are to grow in grace AND knowledge of our Lord which indicates a closer 

relationship with Him. 
 A. As Lord, He is our Authority and due obedience. 
 B. As Savior, He is our Rescuer and due thanksgiving. 
 C. As Jesus, He is our Brother and due relationship. 
 D. As Christ, He is the Anointed One and due awe. 
6. Growth. 

A. We are expected to grow up.  Eph 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together 
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by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes 
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

B. Jesus Himself set the pattern.  Luke 2:40  And the Child continued to grow and become 
strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. (He came to understand 
how difficult it was to grant it) 

C. Growth requires intake of God’s Word.  1 Pet 2:1-3 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all 
guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the 
word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

D. So that Jesus takes up more and more of our life.  John 3:30  "He must increase, but I must 
decrease.   

E. Growth will result from walking in a manner worthy of our Lord.  Col 1:9-10  For this reason 
also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

F. God is the ultimate one who causes growth.  1 Cor 3:6-7  I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but God who causes the growth. 

G. God will cause your harvest to increase.  2 Cor 9:8-11  And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for 
every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness 
abides forever."  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be 
enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 
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1 Peter Outline 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
 5. Be Humble.  5:1-5 
 6. Resist the Devil.  5:6-11 
Conclusion.  5:12-14 
 
 

2 Peter Outline 
 
Greetings (1:1-2) 
The Development or Cultivation of Christian Character (1:3-21) 

1.  The Christian’s Growth  1:3-11 
2.  A True Teacher’s Heart   1:12-15 
3. A True Teacher’s Witness  1:16-18 
4. A True Teacher’s Subject Matter  1:19-21 

The Denouncement or Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
1.  Their Rise to Prominence  2:1-3 
2.  Their Pending Judgment  2:4-10a 
3.  Characteristics of Unbelieving False Teachers  2:10b-16 
4. Characteristics of Believing False Teachers  2:17-22 

The Design and Confidence for the Future  3:1-18 
1.  Exposure of a False Teaching  3:1-7 
2.  The Truth about that Teaching  3:8-10 
3.  Application of that Truth  3:11-13 
4.  Exhortations to Spiritual Growth  3:14-18 

 
 


